> | 


y 


é 


NEWEIPLEASE RUSH: 
4 


VOLUME 27 Oye 


J.B. PHinurs 


7 2527492574 


2 


Www huskersillustrated.com) 


STRATED.COM 


Daily Team Coverage 


Go behind the scenes with exclusive 


coverage on the Huskers 


the season 


Recruiting 


Rran 
bree 


prospects in action 


prospect videos 


Expert Analysis 


In-depth ar 


oy Our seasoned 


Expert Message Boards 


other Nebraska fans 


© 2007 Rivals.com, All rights reserved POWERED BY PEVAIS.COM 1.2662. RIVALS 


tal 


sie ss 


U Huske velant tt 


I FOOTBALL YEARBOC 


MOT A ny 


io 


Reaching 100% Husker fans for 27 years 


& 


From THE EpiTor 


Signs 
Of Life 


For most of three quarters, 
this looked like a different team 


IN OUR “10 Years Ago” 
feature near the back of 
this magazine, the 
“Missouri Miracle” is 
highlighted from the 
Nov. 5, 1997, issue. 

Maybe it wouldn’t 
have qualified as a mira- 
cle if 21-point underdog 
Nebraska had beaten No. 17 Texas on 
the last Saturday of October. But the 
way things have been going for the 
Huskers, headline writers would have 
been searching for some powerful 
words. 

With Nebraska leading 
17-3 in the third quarter, 
I'll admit that I was scrib- 
bling down some notes 
for a possible redemption 
angle in this space. Of 
course, there was the 
fourth-and-inches _ pass 
that led to a clinching UT 
touchdown in the first Big 
12 championship game in 
1996. Two years later, the 
Longhorns ended 
Nebraska’s 47-game win- 
ning streak at Memorial 
Stadium with a 20-16 upset. And Texas 
ended another 26-game home winning 
streak in 2002 (27-24). 

Most recently, there was the fumble 
with NU protecting a 20-19 lead in the 
snow in Lincoln a year ago that led to a 
game-winning Texas field goal by a 
walk-on making his first collegiate 
attempt. 

This was probably not a vintage 
Texas team, after losing two straight to 
open the Big 12 season, but it was 
ranked, and there was the simple fact 
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On Tue Cover 


Nebraska safety Larry Asante (4) 
and cornerback Armando Murillo (5) 
try to take down Texas tailback Jamaal 
Charles (25). Charles exploded for 216 
yards and three touchdowns in the 
fourth quarter as Texas rallied for a 28- 
25 victory in Austin. Cover photo by 
Scott Bruhn. 


that Nebraska hadn’t won in Austin 
since 1960 (14-13), two years before Bill 
Jennings was replaced by Bob Devaney. 

So with that lengthy backdrop, here 
were the much-maligned 2007 Huskers 
trying to reclaim some dignity. And they 
took the fight to the Longhorns for most 
of the first three quarters. 

But then the dam broke. Texas had 
made some adjustments, which took 
advantage of Nebraska’s blitzing 
defense. Speedy Jamaal Charles broke 
loose again and again, amassing 216 
yards and three touchdowns in the final 
quarter alone as_ the 
Longhorns came from 
behind for a 28-25 victory. 

You can read more 
about the Huskers’ 
valiant effort in this edi- 
tion of Huskers 
Illustrated. Senior tight 
end J.B. Phillips, one of 11 
Texans on the NU roster, 
is the subject of this 
week’s feature story, and 
another player from the 
Lone Star State, freshman 
cornerback Anthony Blue, 
answers “10 Questions.” 

The come-from-behind victory on 
Saturday completed a double-whammy 
of sorts as_fifth-ranked Texas snapped 
Nebraska’s 29-match volleyball win 
streak with a 30-22, 30-25, 30-20 victory 
three days earlier in Austin. 

While the top-ranked Husker volley- 
ball team will still be a force in the post- 
season, falling short in Austin leaves Bill 
Callahan’s Huskers backed into a corner 
in their quest to become bowl eligible. 
Now 4-5, NU would have to win at least 
two of its final three games, starting 
with this week’s trip to Kansas, which is 
8-0 and ranked 10th and = 12th. 
Meanwhile, the Huskers are stuck in 
their first four-game losing skid since 
1961. 

Nebraska played a good first half 
against Texas A&M, followed by a very 
good first three quarters against Texas. 
Could it be ready to do the job for the 
full 60 minutes? 
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J.B. Phillips knew immediately that he had made a 
good choice in schools. “| expected to see a bunch of 
corn and not a lot of anything else, really,” he said. “But 
| tell people if you can get up here, you'll love it. | think 
that’s true.” By Mike Babcock 


The Kansas review/Kansas State preview edition will be mailed on 
Nov. 5. Check for updates at huskersillustrated.com. 
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State OF THE HUSKERS 


Diamonds 
In The Rough 


‘Some of them (walk-ons) weren‘’t the most imposing 
physical specimens, but those guys would die for you’ 


MERE MOMENTS after being introduced as 
Nebraska’s new interim athletics director, for- 
mer Cornhuskers’ coaching great Tom 
Osborne offered a few words about “culture.” 
“Culture” has been a buzzword in recent 
years, when people described the changes 
going on with Nebraska’s football program 
Terry since 2004 when former AD Steve Pederson 
DOUGLASS 1 rought in Bill Callahan as the Cornhuskers’ 
coach. Most often, Callahan would refer to the 
transition as a “flipping of the culture,” as he and his staff 
changed the offensive style from an option-based rushing 
attack to the West Coast offense. 

While the radical makeover in Nebraska’s offensive 
approach garnered most of the attention, there were other 
changes that took place with lesser fanfare, but in the end, 
might have had a greater impact than anyone could’ve imag- 
ined. One such tweak might have been the decision 
to pare down the Huskers’ famous walk-on pro- 
gram, which helped several non-scholarship play- 
ers make a major impact over the years. 

Early in the Callahan era, Osborne said he spent 
two hours one day explaining all the things he 
thought would be important for the new coaching 
staff to know about Nebraska football, including 
the walk-on program. While Osborne placed great 
value on having a high number of walk-ons, he said 
he could certainly understand why Callahan, who 
came from the NFL, would want to work with a 
smaller number of players on a more intense basis. 

During his 25-year run as Nebraska’s head 
coach, Osborne posted a 255-49-3 record and won 
13 conference championships and three national 
titles, finishing with a 60-3 mark over his final five 
years. In that time, Osborne said the Huskers nor- 
mally had around 150 players in the program, and nearly half 
of them weren’t on scholarship. 

“The thing that it allowed us to do was get an awful lot of 
repetition in practice,” Osborne told Jim Rome Oct. 17 on his 
nationally syndicated radio program. “We would have two 
offensive stations going at one time, two defensive stations 
going and so that was helpful.” 

While Nebraska’s walk-on players came in all different 
sizes and shapes, many of them fit a certain profile during the 
Osborne era. Whether they were from big cities or small-town 
Nebraska, most of them were hard-nosed, dedicated and were 
driven by the dream of being a Cornhusker. 

“They had grown up watching Nebraska football, and 
probably from the time they were seven or eight years old, 
that’s all they really wanted to do,” Osborne told Rome. “So 
you had kids that would come down here, pay their own way, 
maybe take out a student loan, get a Pell grant and make great 
financial sacrifice, and they might be on the scouting team for 
two years, three years, maybe even four years, just to get a let- 
ter and run down on a couple kickoffs, and that attitude kind 


y 


150 players. 


= 


Tom Osborne said NU 
used to have around 


of permeated the whole program. 

“They still have some of those guys here. It’s not all gone, 
but it was, I think, one of the major keys to the attitude that we 
had for a long time.” 

Arguably the most well-known walk-on in the history of 
Nebraska football was I.M. Hipp. In the fall of 1976, he traveled 
1,800 miles to Lincoln from his hometown in Chapin, S.C., 
without any prior contact with Osborne and his staff, and 
showed up for practice as one of 100 walk-ons. 

One year later, Hipp burst onto the scene in 1977 with what 
at the time was a school-record 254-yard rushing performance 
against Indiana. He wound up an All-Big Eight player and 
received a scholarship prior to his junior season. He finished 
his career as Nebraska’s No. 6 all-time leading rusher with 
2,913 yards. 

Osborne said he thinks the opportunity to recruit diamonds 
in the rough like Hipp still exists. He added that he'd like to see 
more homegrown players on the roster. 

“Some of them weren’t the most imposing phys- 
ical specimens, but those guys would die for you,” 
Osborne said. “You have to have a critical mass of 
those kinds of people, and I think that will happen 
over time.” 

While Nebraska did indeed reduce the number 
of non-scholarship players in the program, 
Callahan said he thinks the notion that he and his 
staff killed the walk-on program is grossly exagger- 
ated. He estimated that the Huskers currently have 
45 or 50 walk-on players in the program and that as 
many as 19 former walk-ons have been placed on 
scholarship during his four seasons at NU. 

“T think that bodes well for our commitment to 
that program and our continuing emphasis to 
bring walk-ons here to Nebraska,” Callahan said. 
“We treat it with a lot of respect.” 

Nevertheless, the day he assumed interim AD duties, 
Osborne spoke of the walk-on program, recalling a conversa- 
tion that he’d shared recently with former Nebraska player 
Doug Colman. A scholarship recruit from New Jersey, Colman 
told Osborne that he had originally wanted to play for the 
Huskers because they had a nationally known program and he 
was interested in playing in the NFL. 

But during his time at Nebraska, Colman told Osborne that 
his view of the program changed, largely due to his team- 
mates, many of them who were walk-on players. 

“He said, “I was around all these guys who would pay such 
a great price to be on the scout team and maybe run down on 
kickoffs,’ ” Osborne said. “He said that was the thing that per- 
meated the program — the loyalty, the motivation level, the 
willingness to sacrifice — and that was the culture that was 
established, so that’s been important. 

“It’s something that we want to keep track of - where we 
came from.” 


Terry Douglass is the sports editor of the Grand Island 
(Neb.) Independent. He can be reached at terry.douglass@msn.com. 
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From THE BEAT 


How 
Good? 


KU’s down-the-stretch turnaround in 2006 
paved the way for a brighter 2007 


MARK MANGINO had just watched his Kansas 
football team calmly erase a second-half deficit 
to earn its first win at Colorado since 1995. 

Two weeks earlier, the Jayhawks had done the 
same thing in the final seven minutes to win at 
Kansas State for the first time since 1989. 

Neither event, Mangino would tell you, hap- 
pened by accident. 

“We have some talented kids, but the heart 
and soul of this team (are) the overachiever, 
hard-nosed kids,” he said after KU’s 19-14 victory over the 
Buffaloes left it one away from the school’s first 8-0 start since 
1909. “They were the ones that really buckled down here 
tonight.” 

At 7-0, Kansas stood as one of just five remaining unbeatens, 
and arguably was the most surprising of that bunch. 

Ohio State is a perennial heavyweight, while Boston College, 
Arizona State and Hawaii all are regular participants 
in postseason bowls. 

As for Mangino’s club? Well, a year ago in late 
October when they trailed Colorado 9-0 at halftime, 
the Jayhawks were staring at the likely prospect of 
being 3-6 on the season. Perhaps thinking he had lit- 
tle to lose, Mangino then pulled freshman Todd 
Reesing out of a planned redshirt. Reesing would 
prove to be clutch, providing 196 yards of offense to 
spark an effort that left KU with a 20-15 victory. 

“We just couldn’t go on under those conditions. It 
was demoralizing to the team,” Mangino told the 
Lawrence Journal-World. “We were inept at moving 
the football. He came in and did a great job.” 

Kansas would win its next two games to become 
bow] eligible, and even though it was bypassed after 
finishing 6-6, its down-the-stretch turnaround paved 
the way for a brighter 2007. 

“We've worked hard to attain success,” Mangino said, “and 
the way we've done that is just by taking care of the business at 
hand every day. Our kids are really grounded. I don’t see (the 7- 
0 start) affecting us. This group of kids here is pretty focused.” 

Not unlike a year ago, the Jayhawks are still getting heads- 
up play from their quarterback, an Austin, Texas, product who 
didn’t get recruited by Texas, even though he was the state’s 4A 
Player of the Year as a junior and Central Texas Player of the 
Year as a senior. 

Against Kansas State, the 5-foot-10, 200-pound Reesing came 
back from a rocky first quarter, during which he went 3-for-9 
and threw an interception on his first passing attempt, to finish 
with 267 yards and three touchdowns. 

“He just gets it done. He has made a major difference,” 
Mangino said. “Our first five years here, I cannot explain to you 
just how difficult it has been with all of the injuries and prob- 
lems at that position. Especially the injuries, they just rip the 
heart out of you.” 

At Colorado, Reesing scrambled for a 53-yard gain to set up 
a field goal that would represent the only points of the first half. 


Curt 
NicKEEVER 
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Mark Mangino is in his 
sixth season as head 
coach at Kansas. 


Then, after the Buffaloes had taken a 10-7 lead in the third quar- 
ter, he directed a five-play, 58-yard TD drive that took just 90 
seconds and put KU in front to stay. 

“They took the lead, and it was on our shoulders to go out 
there and take it right back,” said Reesing, who completed 20 of 
29 passes for 153 yards and a score. “When the pressure gets 
put on us, we really respond well.” 

Later, Reesing would scramble for a 17-yard gain on a third- 
and-nine play to keep alive a 94-yard touchdown drive that 
gave Kansas the deciding points. 

“He’s as fast as our linebackers and almost as fast as our 
DBs,” Colorado linebacker Jordon Dizon said. “And he isn’t a 
quarterback to shy away from contact. He’ll lower his shoulder 
and get some extra yards. He was able to get yards with his feet 
when he needed to, and he did a good job of keeping their 
offense on the field.” 

When Reesing and his teammates walked off it, they’d dou- 
bled Kansas’ Big 12 road victory total from 
Mangino’s first five seasons and, in the process, 
given Jayhawks fans a lot more to look forward to 
in November than just basketball. 

The win at Colorado made Kansas the first team 
from the Big 12 North to start 3-0 since Nebraska in 
2002. 

“Coach keeps us focused,” cornerback Agib Talib 
said. “Coach makes sure he has a speech every 
week for us to keep us down to earth. 

“We never feel unbeatable. You just have to pre- 
pare every week. ... Once you go out there feeling 
unbeatable, that’s when you end up upset.” 

Given the school’s history, it’s funny to hear a KU 
football player talk about getting upset rather than 
pulling an upset. But as the Jayhawks prepared for 
their Nov. 3 game against Nebraska, they held con- 
trol of fate in the North, and seemed destined for a 
division-deciding contest against Missouri on Nov. 24. 

“People always knocked us, saying we weren't going to be 
able to find a way to win on the road, saying, ‘Wait until they 
play on the road, they’II fold,’ ” Reesing said after the win over 
the Buffaloes. “... All the talk about, ‘Can’t win on the road,’ 
that’s got to be over now.” 

Indeed. Most of the talk about the Jayhawks right now does- 
n’t include questions about whether they’re good. It’s about 
how good they are. 

“Their deal is that they just play so hard,” Colorado quarter- 
back Cody Hawkins said. “They play a lot harder than any of 
the other teams we have played so far, and when you’re com- 
ing that hard on every single play, some things are going to go 
your way. 

“T don’t think it was a result of us not going hard, but they 
have great athletes that are going to make plays, and unfortu- 
nately we couldn’t eliminate them.” li 


Curt McKeever is a sportswriter for the Lincoln Journal Star. 
In addition to reporting on football, he is the primary beat writer for 
baseball. Curt can be reached at cmckeever@journalstar.com 
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It’s Basically A Home 
Away From Home’ 


Colleyville, Texas, in the spring of 2003 
when the phone rang. Phillips picked it 
also was in the Nebraska football team’s 2003 
recruiting class. And like Phillips he was 
Mueller: “Well, do you 
want to be mine?” 


up. 
@ “Hey, this is Josh Mueller,” the caller 
a tight end. 
Mueller: “I was just seeing if 
Phillips: “Sure.” 
Mueller: “All right, I 


By Mike Bascock @ Pxotos: Scott BRUHN 

Phillips and a high school buddy were 
j | 

said. 
He was calling from Columbus, Neb. 

you had a roommate for the 
dorms.” 
guess I'll see you on 
campus.” 


shooting pool at Phillips’ home in 
Phillips recognized the name immediately. Mueller 
Phillips: “No.” 
The conversation last- 


FEATURING 


1B. 


physical nature,” he said. 

His first game as a sixth-grader was against a middle- 
school team that wasn’t affiliated with a district. The team 
included eighth-graders. Phillips and his teammates joked 
that some of their opponents had mustaches, they were so 
old. True or not, their maturity was an advantage, and 
they won. 

But Phillips was immediately hooked on football. 

He had participated in a variety of sports until then, 
including soccer and baseball, both of which he began 
playing when he was 5-years old, “or whenever tee-ball 

starts,” he said. 

He gave up soccer when he got older 
because the field was wider and longer. 
That required too much running. But 
he continued playing baseball 
through his freshman year in 
high school. 

He was a _ left-handed 
pitcher with a pretty good 
fastball but pretty bad 
control. Plus, baseball 
interfered with spring 

football. No way was he 

going to miss that. 
That high school foot- 


ed less than a_half- ball is big in Texas goes 
minute, as Phillips without saying. 
remembers it. He hung up Colleyville’s Heritage 


the phone and resumed 
shooting pool. “Who was 
that?” his buddy wanted to 
know. 

“T just got a college roommate,” 
Phillips replied. 

“What? You talked to the kid for like 
20 seconds,” his buddy said. 

“I don’t know anybody else,” said Phillips. 

As he looks back now, Phillips probably would have 
gone to Texas A&M if he hadn’t come to Nebraska. His bio 
in the Huskers Illustrated recruiting edition for 2003 indi- 
cates that he also visited Oklahoma State, from which one 
of his sisters graduated, and Kansas State. 

Until schools began recruiting him, however, he figured 
he would attend A&M, where another sister went and 
where some friends were going. And maybe he would 
play intramural football there. 

Phillips enjoyed football. He had since he began play- 
ing on an organized basis in the sixth grade. His mom 
wouldn’t let him play until then, “probably because of the 
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PHILIPS 


High has two freshman 
teams, two junior varsity 
teams and a varsity team. And 
that’s typical. 

The focus on football is year- 
round. After the season, there’s winter 
conditioning, spring practice and seven- 
on-seven tournaments, culminating in state- 
wide competition. 

“We had four periods of block-scheduling (in high 
school). You had four classes one day and four classes the 
other. They alternated,” said Phillips. “Your fourth and 
eighth period was football class. Even if you played bas- 
ketball, you'd still go to the football class in the offseason.” 

Phillips tried playing basketball in high school, too, but 
gave it up after his sophomore year. “I fouled too much,” 
he said. “I didn’t like to take charges. That was kind of my 
mindset. If you were going to drive the lane, I might give 
you a couple of free throws, but I’d also put you across the 
court. 

“| liked basketball, but it wasn’t one of my loves.” 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 9 


Athletically speaking, football 
emerged as his only love. 

When he tells folks unfamiliar 
with Texas high school football that 
the sport is included in the curricu- 
lum, “that kind of throws them off a 
little bit,” he said. 

He made a perfect grade in foot- 
ball class, by the way. 

Football also was a reason Phillips 
gave up basketball. In the winter of 
his junior year, a coach asked if he 
would consider competing for the 
school’s power-lifting team. Since he 
was going to be lifting for football 
anyway, he decided to give it a try. It 
wasn’t going to add to his workload. 

“It was fun to see how you meas- 
ured up,” he said. 

The competition involved core lifts 
— squat, bench press and dead lift — 
in weight classifications. The events 
were held on Saturdays and would 
draw “a good crowd,” said Phillips. 

He enjoyed the competition, but 
not the lifting gear, which was 
uncomfortable. “The suits are like 
wrestlers wear, but they’re not very 
flexible,” he said. “I could barely walk 
upright.” 

He didn’t compete in power-lifting 
as a senior, though not because he 
hadn’t enjoyed it or because of the 
discomfort of the outfits. By then, 
football recruiting was taking up his 
free time. 

His first recruiting contact was a 
phone call in the spring of his junior 
year. Louisiana-Lafayette was inter- 
ested. With that call, a whole new 
world opened up to him. 

Until then, Phillips considered aca- 
demic scholarships as the way to pay 
for a college education. He was an 
excellent student, with a grade-point 
average above 4.0. And he still is. He 


earned an undergraduate degree in 
marketing in 3 1/2 years and began 
graduate studies last spring. 

He has been on the Big 12 
Commissioner’s honor roll every 
semester at Nebraska. He’s a three- 
time Academic All-Big 12 honoree 
and a two-time Academic All-District 
selection. And he was recently named 
a semifinalist for the 2007 Draddy 
Trophy, presented by the National 
Football Foundation and College Hall 
of Fame. The award is roughly equiv- 
alent to an academic Heisman 
Trophy. 

Phillips, who served an internship 
in the Cornhusker marketing depart- 
ment last spring, has a 3.917 GPA in 
his graduate studies and is on pace to 
finish a master’s degree in May. 

Marketing was Phillips’ second 
choice of a major. His first five weeks 
at Nebraska, he planned to major in 
architecture. “I wanted to give it a 
try,” he said. “One of my hobbies is 
drawing, so it wasn’t anything new to 
me. I enjoyed that part. But I couldn’t 
balance it with everything else. 

“I tip my hat to anybody who’s an 
architect, especially in school because 
you're working long hours. We had 
projects where all you did was draw 
straight lines on your own, take a 
sheet of paper and draw straight 
lines. Work like that and football, they 
just don’t mingle very well.” 

Combined with the demands of 
football and other classes, he wasn’t 
sleeping much. So he dropped plans 
to be an architect and picked up cred- 
it-hours in self-defense and bowling 
that first semester. 

“My bowling did improve,” he 
said. 

In any case, after the phone call 
from Louisiana-Lafayette, Phillips 
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realized that he could continue play- 
ing football in college. He attended a 
football camp in College Station, 
Texas, during the summer before his 
senior year in high school and started 
hearing from recruiters. 

Throughout the recruiting process, 
his mom suggested he needed to 
begin filling out applications for 
schools in which he was interested. “I 
told her, ‘I don’t think that’s how it 
worked,’ ” he said. 

“We were trying to figure out this 
whole crazy process.” 

One school not on his list was 
Texas. Both of his parents are Texas 
Tech graduates, but his dad, an 
American Airlines pilot, told him he 
could attend any school in the state, 
as long as it wasn’t Texas. “That's just 
how I was raised,” said Phillips. “I 
think Texas is kind of like Notre 
Dame, where you either love them or 
hate them. There’s no in-between. It 


Nebraska senior tight end/H-Back J.B. Phillips is a three-time first-team Academic All-Big 12 
selection. He had 15 catches as a sophomore and 13 as a junior. 


wasn’t so much because I loved 
another school more. 

“| didn’t grow up rooting for 
(Texas) A&M. I just always rooted 
against Texas.” 

Nebraska didn’t enter the recruit- 
ing picture until October of his senior 
year. By then, he was trying to meas- 
ure himself against players on the 
teams Heritage High played. And 
every opponent had Division I-caliber 
players. Oklahoma tight end Joe Jon 
Finley played for Arlington High. 
Colorado running back Hugh Charles 
played for Keller High. And Steve 
Craver, who had committed to 
Nebraska, played quarterback and 
defensive back for L.D. Bell High, 
which was near Phillips’ home. 

Colleyville is near Arlington, 
“pretty much smack dab in the mid- 
dle” of Dallas and Fort Worth, part of 


the metroplex, in which formerly self- 
contained communities have been 
absorbed. 

“You have to understand, they all 
used to be small towns,” Phillips said. 
But after Dallas-Fort Worth 
International Airport opened in the 
early 1970s, “everything merged.” 

If Phillips lived across the street, he 
would have attended Trinity High. 
Heritage and Grapevine share a foot- 
ball stadium, and across a four-lane 
road is the stadium where perennial 
power Southlake Carroll plays. 
They’re so close that a properly locat- 
ed spectator in one can peer into the 
other. 

The best-selling book “Friday 
Night Lights” captured Texas high 
school football, according to Phillips. 
“There’s a lot of truth in that book, 
especially for that era,” he said. 


MMOL GiGU.CU! 


His grandmother’s house is a 
block and a half from the Midland 
Lee High’s stadium. His mom and 
uncle attended Midland Lee, and his 
uncle played football there, during 
the “Friday Night Lights” era. 

High school football in Texas is so 
popular that games attract spectators 
with no affiliation to either school. 
“There will be a lot of people who are 
like, ‘I want to go watch a good foot- 
ball game,’ ” said Phillips. “It’s just 
what they want to do on a Friday 
night.” 

Leaving the state for Nebraska was 
difficult. But the Cornhuskers have 
always had a recruiting presence in 
Texas. Plus, “I knew if I didn’t leave, I 
probably would never have left the 
state my whole life,” Phillips said. “I 
wanted to go on my own. I came here 
not knowing a soul.” 

Well, he knew one person, sort of. 
He had that 30-second phone conver- 
sation with Mueller about rooming 
together in the fall of their freshman 
year — room 811 in Schramm Hall. 

Phillips was among six Texans in 
the 2003 recruiting class, although 
Craver didn’t make grades and never 
enrolled. The others announced on 
letter-of-intent signing day were Greg 
Austin (Cypress), Titus Brothers 
(Converse), David Dyches (Spring) 
and Adrain Turner (Terrell). 

Phillips knew immediately that he 
had made a good choice in schools. “I 
expected to see a bunch of corn and 
not a lot of anything else, really,” he 
said. “But I tell people if you can get 
up here, you'll love it. I think that’s 
true. It’s a great state. Lincoln’s a 
great town. It has kind of a home 
environment. 

“People are friendly, good people, 
who remind me of back home. It’s 
basically a home away from home, 
and I felt that when I first came up 
here. If I could give advice to any 
recruit, it’s to go where you're com- 
fortable, where you can see yourself 
for four or five years.” 

That might seem obvious but the 
implications can be significant. 

“Things will change, a lot of 
things,” Phillips said. “You don’t 
know how things are going to turn 
out. But school’s not going to change; 
the place isn’t going to change.” 

Much has changed for him. His 
recruiting class was the last for coach 
Frank Solich. i 
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here are definite advantages for a freshman playing 
on special teams, according to Anthony Blue. You 
can get accustomed to the speed of the game. And 
you can play right away. 

“It’s fun,” he said. “Every time we get out there, that’s the 
highlight of the week.” 

Special teams play requires heart and confidence, probably 
in that order. And, as just about any player will tell you, soph- 
omore safety Rickey Thenarse has established the standard. 

“Rickey’s the guy I probably look up to,” said Blue. “I want 
to hit like Rickey.” 

Blue has played on the first kickoff team and he has subbed 
on the punt and punt return teams. One of the most eye-open- 
ing experiences this season came on a kickoff during the 
Missouri game. 

He was a “gunner,” and “the guy covering me, I thought I 
had beat him,” Blue said. “Then he was just on me that fast 
and ran me out of the play. I complimented him on how fast 
he was.” 

Such respect for an opponent seems in character for Blue, 
who punctuates interviews with “yes sir.” 

Playing on special teams isn’t without hazard, of course. 

“You can get blindsided,” said Blue. “You just have to be 
able to get back up and go for the next one. I’ve got blasted 
three or four times. But it’s still fun. It’s not a drag.” 

He also has gotten in some good licks of his own on special 
teams. 

“But not as good as Rickey’s. I feed off Rickey,” he said. 


“The shrimp; I believed it’s boiled. It’s not fried or anything. 
It seems like they have it every two weeks. I always catch it. We 
didn’t have too much shrimp back home. It wasn’t available 
like this.” 


“T guess my eyes me my decision-making, wherever my eyes 
need to be. He can tell my mistakes by where I’m looking. He’s 
a great coach. I love him. My high school coach was about the 
same.” 


“I'd play for Tampa Bay, hands down. Tampa Bay is my 
favorite team. I’ve been playing with them on Madden since 
2001, whenever Madden came out on PlayStation. I do every- 
thing with Derrick Brooks. I like the defense. I don’t know if 
Brooks is still there, but when I play, I make plays with him. 
Marcus (Mendoza) is pretty good at video games. We play col- 
lege football, but overall, he’s pretty good. And Shawn 
Sullivan. He always picks the Cowboys. And he always beats 


me. I’m not good, so I like playing by myself. I’ll i either 


Tampa Bay or the (Oakland) Raiders. When I play college foot- 
ball, I pick either Nebraska or LSU. Marcus picks Oregon. I can’t 
beat him. I don’ t know how: to oP him.” 


“4 guess sake climbing, I don’ t like heights, salt rl ride a 
roller coaster, but T won ees out of a igosed 


“Td exobably say. there are a lot of funny euys: Either 
Prince (Amukamara) or eMenelik (Holt). Prince is starting to get 
old, but Menelik, he’s good.” 


“I went as Dr. J before. I don’t know if that was the best, 
though. Once I was a argent from ‘Aladdin.’ 

“ The ingen,” T think it’s ; Jamie Fox and some enter peo- 
ple. It’s some kind of terrorist thing, and they go over and solve 
everything. I’m more of a comedy movie person than shooting.” 

“Track, for sure. I did that in high school, 4x100 (relay) and 
open 200. It’s just fun for me. If you’re fast, it’s fun. You meet a 
lot of people.” 

“The Tunnel Walk and the locker room after the game. It was 
the Troy game. I love the Tunnel Walk, man. It’s crazy. 
Sometimes you'll be out of breath when it’s over because it’s so 
exciting. But then when the game starts, you’ve got to regain 
everything. That's the best part about playing, the Tunnel Walk. 
I don’t think it'll ever get old. I’m always in a bad spot, though. 
I try to get in front. One day you'll see me in front. A bad spot 
is in the back, or in the middle, where you get pushed around. 
Phil (Dillard) lost his shoe last week in the Tunnel Walk. I don’t 
know where he was at, Faia z 


“I would pick Nick Cannon. He was on Nickelodeon for a 


long time. Now he has a show on MTV. He’s funny.” 


Todd Brown 


(Johnny Rodgers’ career-receiving records, once seemingly unbreakable, are 
likely to fall in the not-too-distant future, under an assault facilitated by coach 
Bill Callahan’s West Coast offense. This season, Huskers Illustrated takes a 
look at the all-time best receivers, as senior Terrence Nunn continues to climb 
on the all-time receptions list, topped by Rodgers.) 


TODD BROWN (1979-82) No. 29 6-1, 167 Holdrege, Neb. 


Brown was a scholarship recruit, for the track and field team. He was the 
Nebraska Class B champion in the long jump, triple jump and 100-yard dash 
as a high school senior. His sub-4.50 speed in the 40-yard dash was a definite 
asset. He also was an all-state football player, as a tailback and wingback. He 
joined the Cornhusker football team as a walk-on in the spring of his freshman 
year and lettered in the fall, though he didn’t catch a pass. He started for three 
seasons after that and was, at the time, a rare four-year letterman. He caught 
at least one pass in 32 of 37 games over those final three seasons, including 
at least one in his final 17 games. He finished his career with 65 catches (sev- 
enth on Nebraska’s all-time list) for 1,092 yards (third) and 12 touchdowns (tied 
for fourth). He was named Nebraska’‘s player of the game by ABC television in 
a 6-0 victory at Missouri in 1981. He caught two Turner Gill passes on the drive 
to the winning touchdown, scored by fullback Phil Bates from 3 yards out with 
23 seconds remaining. The first came on third-and-10 and carried to the 
Missouri 27-yard line. The second, two plays later, took the ball to the 4-yard 
line. As a senior, he was second on the team to Irving Fryar in receptions with 
23.0 
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TWO-TIME FOOTBALL 
ALL-AMERICANS 

Ed Weir, T (1924-35) 

Wayne Meylan, MG (1966-67) 
Rich Glover, MG (1971-72) 
Willie Harper, DE (1971-72) 
Johnny Rodgers, WB (1971-72) 
Daryl White, OT (1972-73) 

Rik Bonness, C (1974-75) 

Dave Rimington, C (1981-82) 
Mike Rozier, IB (1982-83) 
Broderick Thomas, OLB (1987-88) 
Jake Young, C (1988-89) 
Jared Tomich, RE (1995-96) 
Aaron Taylor, C/G (1996-97) 
Grant Wistrom, RE (1996-97) 


TWO-TIME FOOTBALL 
ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICANS 

Ted Harvey, DB (1976-77) 

Randy Schleusener, OG (1979-80) 

Dave Rimington, C (1981-82) 

Scott Strasburger, DE (1983-84) 

Rob Stuckey, DL (1983-84) 

Mark Blazek, DB (1987-88) 

Jake Young, C (1988-89) 

Mike Stigge, P (1991-92) 

Terry Connealy, NT (1993-94) 

Rob Zatechka, OT (1993-94) 

Grant Wistrom, RE (1996-97) 

Joel Makovicka, FB (1997-98) 

Kyle Vanden Bosch, RE (1999-00) 

BOLD INDICATES BOTH LISTS 
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RECRUITING 


Most Waiting 


R 7 b k ings in Lincoln and are aware of the 
unning ac possible changes that may come 
about if the Huskers are unable to 


decommits; turn things around this fall. 


The Nebraska football recruiting 

h 4 | class included a conference leading 24 

ot ers p ay commitments as of late October and 

a 7 remained at that total after one highly 

it by @ar touted prospect decommitted and 

another was added. 

= Jonas Gray, a 5-10, 213-pound run- 

By Rick Shaw ning back out of Country Day High 

School in suburban Detroit, who com- 

ebraska’s struggles on mitted to Nebraska on Aug. 3, has 

the field haven’t gone changed his mind and is instead 
unnoticed by prospec- headed for Notre Dame. 

tive recruits. Athletes Gray, rated among the nation’s top 

Jonas Gray has switched to Notre Dame. have kept close tabs on the happen- 100 prospects and the No. 3 running 


NEBRASKA ComMITMENTS For 2008 


Player Pos. Ht. Wt. 40 Hometown (School) 
Will Compton LB 214 4.5 Bonne Terre, Mo. (North County) 
Sean Fisher LB 210 4.6 Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 
Blaine Gabbert QB 226 4.65 Ballwin, Mo. (Parkway West) 
Bryce Givens OL 257 5.1 Denver, Colo. (J.K. Mullen) 
Eric Harper DE 220 4.62 Marrero La. (John Ehret) 
Ricky Henry OL 300 52 Omaha, Neb. (Burke/North Dakota State 
College of Science) 
265 4.75 Glendora, Calif. (Citrus CC) 
190 4.4 San Francisco, Calif. (City College of SF) 
295.9 5:241 Harlan, lowa 
195 4.5 Mesa, Ariz. 
270 5.0 Hawthorne, Calif. (El Camino CC) 
185 4.55 Crete, Neb. 
222 4.6 Santa Ana, Calif. (Mater Dei) 
225 4.6 Costa Mesa, Calif. (Orange Coast CC) 
210 454 Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 
325 5.08 Wichita, Kan. 
204 : Overland Park, Kan. (St. Thomas Aquinas) 
235 ; Parkston, S.D. 
218 : Columbus, Ohio (McKinley) 
Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 
The Woodlands, Texas 
David Whitmore Port Arthur, Texas (Memorial) 
Josh Williams : Denton, Texas (Ryan) 
D.J. Woods : Strongsville, Ohio 
i i i isit H ; 


Eor more daily recruitin 


ony 


FOL 


Tyson Hetzer TE 
Adrian Hilburn 

Dan Hoch 

Keelan Johnson 
Simi Kuli 

John Levorson 
Cameron Meredith 
Shaun Mohler 
Collins Okafor 
Darius Parish 

Kyler Reed 

Riley Reiff 

Doug Rippy 

Baker Steinkuhler 
Brandon Thompson 
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back nationally by Rivals.com, origi- 
nally picked the Huskers over in-state 
Michigan and Michigan State, plus 
Louisville and national champion 
Florida. 

Two days later, the Huskers 
received better news when defensive 
end Simi Kuli, ranked as the No. 1 
junior college player in the country, 
chose NU. The 6-4, 270-pound Kuli 
plays for El Camino Community 
College in Torrance, Calif. 

Several other players who had pre- 
viously committed to Nebraska were 
waiting to see what happens in 
Lincoln. 

Will Compton, a heralded line- 
backer out of North County High 
School in Bonne Terre, Mo., admitted 
that the last few weeks have been 
tough on him. A commitment to the 
Huskers since July, he said he can’t 
help but hear and pay attention to 
some of the negative rumors swirling 
about the NU football program. 

“Tt sucks,” Compton said. “All of 
the losing and giving up points. It 
makes you start to think about what 
could happen to the (Nebraska) 
coaches. 

“I’m going to play it by ear. I’m 
committed to Nebraska, and I’m plan- 
ning on staying with Nebraska, but I 
might take a visit or two later in the 
season as kind of a back-up plan.” 

Compton, rated the No. 2 player in 
the state (four stars) by Rivals.com, 
has had a productive season for North 
County. Through seven games, he 
amassed 80 tackles, including three 
sacks, and two interceptions from his 
linebacker spot. 

The blue-chipper out of Missouri 
said he still hopes to be in Lincoln in 
2008, but he plans to watch to see how 
the rest of the season plays out before 
solidifying his college plans. 

“I want to see what happens with 
the coaches and, if something hap- 
pens, who they bring in,” Compton 
said. “Building relationships with 
people and then them leaving — 
that’s a big factor. 

“Nebraska is still where I want to 
go, but I have to make sure I cover 
myself. My heart is still in Nebraska, 
and that is where I plan on keeping 
it.” 

Bryce Givens, a 6-foot-6, 260- 
pound offensive tackle prospect from 
Denver Mullen is taking a similar 
approach. Rated among the nation’s 


RECRUITING NOTES 
Defensive End 


Picks Huskers 


By Sean Stevens 


he Texas A&M game was the first chance for Nebraska to have offi- 
cial visitors meet with new interim athletic director Tom Osborne, 
and the Huskers took the opportunity to bring some top defensive 
linemen into town. 

NU played host to two of the top five junior college players in 
the nation at all positions according to Rivals.com, five-star defensive end 
Simi Kuli (6-foot-4, 270 pounds) and four-star defensive tackle Justin 
Thompson (6-5, 280). The two prospects are teammates at El Camino 
Community College in Torrance, Calif. 

Kuli, Rivals.com’s No. 1 overall junior college 
prospect, obviously liked what he saw and gave 
Nebraska coaches his commitment several days after 
returning from the trip. 

“T always have seen Nebraska growing up as a kid,” he 
said. “It is a good place, good program, powerhouse 
team. They really take care of their athletes, and going on 
the trip I realized a lot of stuff, and I feel that Nebraska is 
the place for me.” 

Rumors of a coaching staff change have been running 
rampant in the media and among fans, but Kuli said that 
won't impact his decision. 

“Tt doesn’t matter about the coaching staff, you know. 
Nebraska will always be Nebraska,” he said. “They are a powerhouse team 
and a good program. I know (interim athletic director) Tom Osborne would- 
n't hire ... an ordinary coach. So whatever coach he hires or keeps them, they 
are going to be good . . . He is really a great man, great man.” 

Thompson, who initially was committed to Miami before deciding to open 
things up, is also reported to have enjoyed meeting the legendary former 
Husker coach. He will most likely take additional trips to Oregon and 
California before making his final choice. 

The third official visitor was Redlands, Calif., defensive tackle Quentin 
Toailoa (6-5, 275). Toailoa was impressed with the support of the Husker faith- 
ful. 

“All of the fans, even though they were losing, they all stayed,” he said. 
“Yeah, that’s a big deal.” 

Toailoa was accompanied by his mother, Tammy Ciraulo, who also came 
away impressed with the entire package Nebraska presented. 

“First the fan base, how much it seems the whole entire state came out to 
support the team. That was a big visual for us,” she said. “As far as academ- 
ics, we see a commitment to the kids making sure that they are doing their 
work and are working towards graduation.” 

Toailoa’s mother broke down the family’s plan for making a final decision 
on Toailoa’s college of choice. 

“Well, we're going to weigh our options and see what we feel is going to 
be the most equitable as far as playing time and his personal development,” 
Ciraulo said. “I'll tell you that I don’t know if you can get more fans to a game 
from what I saw on Saturday. That made a huge impact.” 


Simi Kuli 
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top 100 recruits by Rivals.com, the 
standout lineman has been a part of 
Nebraska’s class since late April. He 
said he has no immediate plans to 
change his pledge but “just in case,” 
he does intend to take visits to Texas, 
Florida, Michigan and Colorado. 

“Ym still com- 
mitted,” Givens 
said. “I’m still a 
Husker right 
now. It’s crazy 
what's going on. 
I’m not going to 
decommit or any- 
thing like that. 
After the season, 
after | see what 
happens, I can 
make a decision based on that. 

“Ym not decommitting from 
Nebraska,” Givens said. “It’s kind of 
a ‘what-if’ situation. If this happens, I 
have to have a back-up plan.” 

In addition to Nebraska’s current 
group of pledges, some uncommitted 
prospects are reassessing where the 
Huskers fit into their recruiting plans. 
Tyler Edwards, a four-star tight end 
prospect out of Monroe (La.) 
Ouachita was all set to take an official 
visit to Lincoln to watch the Huskers 


Bryce Givens 
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take on Texas A&M. He changed his 
mind after Nebraska lost by big mar- 
gins to Missouri and Oklahoma State 
in consecutive weeks. 

“I was supposed to visit Nebraska, 
but I’m going to go to Alabama 
instead,” Edwards said. “Part of it is I 
want to stay a little closer to home for 
college. One of the reasons I canceled 
that trip though was that they 
(Nebraska) just fired their athletic 
director. I don’t know what that 
means. The coach could be fired after 
that.” 

Not all of Nebraska’s recruits have 
been swayed by the recent turn of 
events down in Lincoln. Some say 
they plan to sign with the the Huskers 
no matter what happens with the rest 
of the season or with the coaches. 

David Whitmore, a 6-2, 190-pound 
cornerback out of Port Arthur (Texas) 
Memorial said he’s always wanted to 
play for the Huskers. He said a few 
losses on the field this season aren’t 
going to dissuade him from pursuing 
that dream. 

“T’m still very excited to be going 
there,” he said. 

Cameron Meredith feels the same 
way. After considering scholarship 
offers from Oklahoma, Oregon, 
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Washington, Arizona State, Colorado 
and others, the 6-4, 222-pound defen- 
sive end from Santa Ana (Calif.) 
Mater Dei opted for Nebraska. 
Meredith said he’s not about to 
reverse field on that decision. 

“No, I'm not rethinking my deci- 
sion,” Meredith said. “I’m just 
focused on our high school. I’ve just 
been playing my games and not wor- 
rying about it too much. 

“T mean, I know that they just got 
rid of their athletic director. I really 
didn’t know him (Steve Pederson), 
but it just seems like the old coach, 
(Tom) Osborne, was a legend at 
Nebraska and a legend in all of col- 
lege football. I think it’s good hiring 
him because he knows how to do it 
because he’d done it before. I think it 
will be a good change for them.” 

The next several weeks will almost, 
assuredly, bring a few disappoint- 
ments for Husker recruiting follow- 
ers. Some prospects will renege on 
their prior pledges to Nebraska and 
opt for different schools. Other 
recruits won't waiver, even in the face 
of a great deal of pressure to do so. Mf 


For more daily recruiting information, visit 
huskersillustrated.co member h 


Rivals.com network. 


Prospect 
$27.95 


in product prices. Sales tax will be 
deducted from out of state orders. 
Shipping: $10. UPS ground ship- 
ping and handling. Allow 2-4 weeks Starlette Leather 


alalts 


Starlette SS 


$79.95 $89.95 


Shop for additional Nebraska merchandise at www.shophuskersillustrated.com 


www.huskersillustrated.com 


Junior wide receiver Nate witt 
(87) is congratulated by Todd 
Peterson (17) after Swift's first 
touchilown reception in the second \ ) 
quarter. (Photo by Scott Bruhn) 


Longhorns finally 
adjust to Nebraska's 
constant blitzes 


By Mike Babcock 
Photos: Scott Bruin 


} hat success the Nebraska defense 
had against Texas was a result, in 
large part, of blitzing. But when 
blitzes aren’t executed properly, 
“there’s a chance you get hurt,” 
defensive coordinator Kevin 

Cosgrove said. 

Jamaal Charles’ 86-yard touchdown run was dramatic 
evidence of that. 

Nebraska was trying to protect a 17-15 lead midway 
through the fourth quarter of a 28-25 loss against the 
Longhorns, when Charles skirted the end and raced away 
from defenders. 

Although Texas would need another Charles touch- 
down — his third of the quarter — on a 40-yard rush 4 min- 
utes later to put away the Cornhuskers, the 86-yarder sig- 
naled the end of a defensive effort Nebraska fans hadn't see 
since early in the season. “The effort 
was where it needed to be,” said 
Cosgrove. 

But a defense that lives by the 
blitz can die by the blitz. 

The Cornhuskers had blitzed 19 
percent of the time going into the f 
game, according to Texas offensive coordinator Greg Davis. 
“T estimate they blitzed us over 70 percent,” he said. 

Try more than that. Cosgrove put the percentage at more 
than 75 percent. 

Whatever the number, Texas adjusted offensively at 
halftime and “talked about being able to run the ball,” said 
Davis. “We felt like if we could get Jamaal through the sec- 
ondary, then we had some opportunities for some big plays 
because of the amount of people they were committing to 
rush the passer.” 

The adjustments didn’t exactly work during the third 
quarter. But in the fourth they did, as Charles rushed for 
216 yards and the three touchdowns. The first of the three 
covered only 25 yards, by the way. “I couldn’t be prouder 
of our players or our offensive coaches being able to totally 
switch gears at halftime,” Davis said. 

The switch certainly was necessary. Nebraska led 10-3 at 
halftime, and 2 1/2 minutes into the second half, the 


18 NOV. 3, 2007 


\ 


Nebraska linebacker Steve Octavien takes down Texas quarter- 
back Colt McCoy (12). 


Cornhuskers had increased the lead to 17-3. Quarterback Sam 
Keller directing a five-play, 80-yard touchdown drive that fea- 
tured a 56-yard pass to Frantz Hardy to the Longhorn 20-yard 
line. 

Despite the fourth-quarter running of Charles, Nebraska 
continued to battle, even with Keller on the sideline for the final 
2 minutes and 37 seconds. When Keller left with an injury to his 
left shoulder, junior Joe Ganz stepped in at quarterback for the 
first time since mop-up duty against Nevada and finished a 
nine-play, 60-yard touchdown drive with two pass completions, 


the second for 4 yards to Maurice Purify for the score. 

Ganz then passed to Nate Swift for the two-point conver- 
sion. 

With 1:55 remaining, Nebraska needed a field goal for a tie. 

The effort was the Cornhuskers’ best “probably since the 
Nevada game, maybe,” Ganz said. “I was really proud of my 
guys. It’s tough. We were a couple of plays away.” 

Ganz didn’t show the effects of standing on the sideline, sig- 
naling in plays to Keller for more than 57 minutes. “I’m always 
prepared to go in, but you never think Sam’s going to get hurt,” 
said Ganz. “But once I saw him down, I just wanted to help the 
team score a touchdown. That’s all I was thinking about. 


RUSHING OFFENSE 

The Cornhuskers ran the ball effectively in the first 
quarter to set the tone. “I think that definitely helped 
out our passing when we were running the ball great 
on those first two or three drives, just pounding it at 
them, getting those first downs,” said wide receiver 
Nate Swift. Nebraska rushed for 89 of its game-total 
132 yards in the first quarter. l-back Marlon Lucky led 
the way with his fourth rushing performance of 100 or 
more yards this season. He finished with 111, to 
increase his season total to 832. 


PASSING OFFENSE 
Sam Keller completed 23-of-35 passes for 298 yards 
and two touchdowns, without an interception, and 
Joe Ganz, his replacement, completed 2-of-3 for 17 
yards and the other touchdown. Keller was sacked 
twice. 


RUSHING DEFENSE 
This is not for the faint of heart. After three quarters, 
the Nebraska defense had allowed only 116 rushing 
yards, on 30 carries. Had the game ended there... the 
Longhorns finished with 364 rushing yards, which fig- 
ures out to 248 in the fourth quarter. Heard enough of 
the term “zone read” yet?” 


PASSING DEFENSE 
The Cornhusker defense made Texas quarterback 
Colt McCoy pay physically. He completed only 11-of- 
25 for 168 yards and was sacked once, by defensive 
end Andy Poulosky as the first half ended.. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Dan Titchener averaged 43.6 yards on five punts, 
including two that were downed inside the Texas 20- 
yard line. The second was at the Longhorns’ 2-yard 
line with 8:52 remaining and Nebraska clinging to a 
17-15 lead. His clutch punt went for naught, however, 
when Jamaal Charles ran 86 yards for the go-ahead 
touchdown three plays later. Special teams play was- 
n't the reason Nebraska lost. 


Texas tailback Jamaal 
Charles rushed for 290 
yards, the most-ever by 
an individual against 
Nebraska. The previous high was 247 yards by 
Oklahoma’s Billy Sims in 1979. “| know I’ve been going 
through some stuff, like fumbling the ball,” said 
Charles, a junior. “And | just wanted to get over that.” 
He rushed for 216 of the yards in the fourth quarter, 
6 yards shy of the NCAA record for rushing yards in a 
quarter by an individual. 
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OFF WITH THE REDSHIRT 

Freshman Jaivorio Burkes played for the first time at Nebraska, as the 
starting right tackle. With junior Lydon Murtha sidelined for the rest of the 
season with a toe fracture, Burkes was pulled from a redshirt. “I know | can 
play at this level,” Burkes said afterward. “| can learn from this and do bet- 
ter in my next game. 

“| was nervous, but after that first hit happened, the nerves were all 
gone.” 

Burkes alternated with redshirted freshman Mike Smith throughout the 
game. 

“| think | did pretty well,” said Burkes. “The mistakes | made | think | can 
learn from.” 

Among those mistakes was allowing Texas defensive end Eddie Jones to 
send quarterback Sam Keller to the sideline with a shoulder injury with 2:37 
remaining in the game. 

“He beat me on the inside and hurt Keller,” Burkes said. 

Nebraska's offensive game plan, with an early emphasis on running the 
ball, helped, he said. “I love running the ball. It's hard-nosed football. You 
love hitting the guy right across from you. That made my first start a lot eas- 
ier, coming off and being able to just hit somebody right out. It was perfect.” 

A true freshman has started in the Cornhusker offensive line in each of 
the past three seasons. Jacob Hickman started against Missouri last season, 
and Matt Slauson started the final three games two seasons ago. 

Those are the only true freshmen to start in Nebraska’s offensive line 
since 1972. 


TEXANS FOR NEBRASKA 

Quentin Castille never considered going to Texas, even though he’s from 
La Porte, Texas, which is located about 2 1/2 hours east and a little bit south 
of Austin. The Longhorns showed some interest, but their interest wasn’t 
returned. Castille has never been a Texas fan. “| cheered for Texas probably 
one time,” he said. 

That was when the Longhorns played Southern California in the 2006 
Rose Bowl game for the BCS national championship. “| was like, ‘I’m not a 
Cal (California) guy, so I'm going to root for Texas,” said Castille. 

The truth is, “| wasn’t a nobody-in-Texas fan,” Castille said. 

If he hadn’t come to Nebraska, he probably would have gone to 
Oklahoma or Louisville. He told his friends he wasn’t going to any school in 
Texas. “| want to get away from home,” he told them. 

Castille is among 11 Texans on Nebraska's roster. The others: Anthony 
Blue (Cedar Park), Curenski Gilleylen (Leander), Cody Glenn (Rusk), Will 
Henry (El Paso), Adi Kunalic (Fort Worth), Marcus Mendoza (Houston), 
Terrence Nunn (Houston), J.B. Phillips (Colleyville), Shawn Sullivan 
(Brenham), Patrick Witt (Wylie). 

Gilleylen, Henry and Sullivan were not included on the travel roster. 


WALK-ONS NO MORE 

Tight end Sean Hill, fullback Andy Sand and punter Dan Titchener have 
been added to the scholarship list, bringing to 21 the number of walk-ons 
who have received scholarships under Callahan — 15 of the 21 have been 
from Nebraska, including Sand, who walked on from Southeast High in 
Lincoln. 

Hill, like Sand a senior, is from Lisle, Ill. Titchener, a junior, is from 
Cheyenne, Wyo. 


BRIEFLY 

@ The game was only the third in series history in which neither Nebraska 
nor Texas was ranked in the top 15 nationally. The Longhorns were No. 16 in 
the ESPN coaches’ poll and No. 17 in the Associated Press poll. It was only 
the fifth time in 12 games between the teams that the higher-ranked team 
won. 

@ Nebraska hasn't defeated Texas since the 1999 Big 12 championship 
game. The Longhorns now have won seven of the last eight meetings and 
lead the series 8-4. The Cornhuskers’ only victory in Austin came in 1960, 
when they upset then No. 4-ranked Texas 14-13. 

@ The loss was Nebraska's fourth in a row. The last time the Cornhuskers 
lost four consecutive games was in the 1961 season, the year before Bob 
Devaney arrived as coach. 

@ Senior linebacker Lance Brandenburgh joined regular captains Zack 
Bowman and Brett Byford at mid-field for the pregame coin toss. Bo Ruud, 
the other regular captain, did not suit up for the game. @ 
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SEE = 


“It’s frustrating because it’s there. 
You can see it, but it’s just not happen- 
ing. We have to fix it.” 

The Cornhuskers’ play through 
three quarters notwithstanding, “it’s 
week to week,” Ganz _- said. 
“Obviously, I hope this gives us a lot 
of confidence going into the coming- 
up week. 

“You can’t ask guys to do super- 
human things. You've just got to ask 
them to give everything they have 
and play as hard as they can. That's all 
you can really ask.” 

The game reminded him of last 
season’s in Lincoln, when Texas 
escaped an upset 22-20. 

“We're so close, and it’s so upset- 
ting,” said Ganz. “It’s tough; it’s 
tough on guys. I feel bad for them. 
They played so hard. They played 
their tails off. It’s really tough when 
you come that close. 

“Tt really wasn’t unclear before. We 
need to play hard. You saw it today. 
Guys played with emotion. They were 
intense. They were ready. If we could 
play like that every game...” 

But it’s a “week-to-week thing,” he 
said, repeating. Hi 


Texas cornerback Deon Beasley (7) finally tackles NU I-back 


Backup qui 
late in the 


Marlon Lasky shies a 33-yard run in the second quarter. 


aa 


arterback Joe Ganz (left) talks with starter Sam Keller, after Keller was injured 
game. 


OFFENSE 
Junior wide receiver Nate Swift 
caught six passes for 112 yards and 
two touchdowns, taking advantage 
of openings in the middle of the 
field in critical situations. On both 
touchdown catches, “their safeties 
were off the hashs and they were 
Nate Swift playing real wide; the middle was 

just wide-open,” he said. 
During the week, in preparation, “| don’t think we 
ever talked about it. We had that play in the game 
; ™] plan, but | don’t think we were 
going to use it as much as we did.” 
The six catches increased his 
career total to 96. He moved ahead 
of Matt Davison (93) into third place 

on Nebraska’‘s all-time list. 


DEFENSE 
Even though Texas finished with 
Larry Asante 545 total yards, Nebraska’s defense 
was more physical than it has been. Safety Larry 
Asante and linebacker Steve Octavien each was 
credited with seven unassisted tack- 
les. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Redshirted freshman Alex 
Henery kicked a 31-yard field goal 
early in the second quarter to get 
the Cornhuskers on the scoreboard. 
He is now 6-for-6 on field goal 
Alex Henery attempts this season. 


Quarterback Sam Keller left the field with an 
injury to his left shoulder with 2:37 remaining in the 
game. He left the locker room with the shoulder in a 
sling. Coach Bill Callahan said he didn’t know the 
extent of the injury. Junior Joe Ganz replaced him. 
“My thought is, | want to get my team to a bowl 
game,” Ganz said. 

“The status of Sam, | hope he’s all right. You don’t 
want somebody to be injured, on the team that you 
care about. If he’s not (all right), it’s my job to win the 
next three games and get us into a bowl game.” 

Offensive tackle Lydon Murtha suffered a frac- 
tured toe early in the previous week's game against 
Texas A&M and likely will miss the remainder of the 
season, according to Callahan. Murtha was slated for 
mid-week surgery. 

Linebackers Bo Ruud and Blake Lawrence and 
center Brett Byford also left the A&M game with 
injuries, and their availability for the Texas game was 
in question during the week. Byford and Ruud made 
the trip to Austin. Lawrence did not. Byford started 
and played the entire game. Ruud watched the game 
in street clothes. 
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Game STATS 
| Sconme 


Oct. 27, 2007 
Royal-Texas Memorial Stad. Austin, Texas 
Attendance 85,968 


Nebraska 0 10 7 8 25 

Texas 3 0 6 19 28 
First Quarter 

U UT 


UT Bailey 38-yard Field Goal 03:05 9) 3 
Drive: 8 plays 60 yds 2:04 


Second Quarter 
NU Henery 31-yard Field Goal 13:41 3 3 
Drive: 11 plays 50 yds 4:24 


NU Swift Pass from Keller 24-yards 
(Henery Kick) 00:36 
Drive: 8 plays 80 yds 2:34 


Third Quarter 
NU Swift Pass from Keller 23-yards 
(Henery Kick) 12:32 
Drive: 5 plays 80 yds 2:28 


\UT Bailey 47-yard Field Goal 03:56 
Drive: 11 plays 36 yds 3:31 

UT Bailey 49-yard Field Goal 00:02 

Drive: 5 plays 33 yds 2:01 


Fourth Quarter 
Charles 25-yard Run 
(McCoy Pass Fail) 12:23 
Drive: 4 plays 74 yds 0:50 


Charles 86-yard Run 
(McCoy Rush Fail) 07:33 
Drive: 3 plays 98 yds 1:19 


17. «(21 


UT Charles 40-yard Run 
(Bailey Kick) 03:34 

Drive: 6 plays 57 yds 2:35 
NU Purify Pass from Ganz 4-yards 
(Swift Pass Good) 01:55 


Drive: 9 plays 60 yds 1:39 


NU UT 

Total First Downs 20 25 
Rushing 5 13 
Passing 15 10 
Penalty 0 2 
Rushing Attempts 38 48 
Yards Gained Rushing 157 376 
Yards Lost Rushing 25 12 
Net Yards Rushing 132 364 
Net Yards Passing 315 181 
Passes Attempted 38 29 
Passes Completed 25 12 


Had Intercepted 0 1 


Percent Completion 65.8% 41.4% 
Yards per Attempt 8.3 6.2 
Yards per Completion 12.6 15.1 
Total Offensive Plays 76 77 
Total Net Yards 447 545 
Avg. Gain Per Play 5.9 Jet 
Fumbles: No-Lost 1-1 1-0 
Penalties: No-Yards 9-59 3-25 
Punts: No-Yards 8-341 4-170 
Avg. Per Punt 42.6 42.5 
Avg. Net Punt 41.9 42.5 
Punt Returns: No-Yards 0-0 2-6 
Kickoff Returns: No-Yards 4-87 4-71 
Interception Ret.: No-Yards 1-0 0-0 
Fumble Returns: No-Yards 0-0 1-7 


Miscellaneous Yards 0 0 


Possession Time 30:28 29:32 
Third-Down Conversions 6-17 7-16 
Percentage 35.3% 43.8% 
Fourth-Down Conversions 2-2 0-0 

Percentage 100.0% 0.0% 
Sacks By: No-Yards 1-3 2-18 
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RUSHING 
No Gain Lost Net Avg TD Lg 
Lucky 24 118 7 Vt 46 O 33 
Helu 5 14 0 4 28 0) 7 
Castille 5 12 0 2 :24 O° 3 
Ganz 1 12 0 12.120 0 12 
Glenn 1 1 i) 1 #10 #O 1 
Keller 2 0 18 -18 9.0 0 0 
Total 38 157 25 132 3.5 0 33 
PASSING 
Att Comp % Int Yds TD Lg 
Keller 35 23 «(65.7 0 298 2 56 
Ganz 3 2 66.7 0 17 #1 «13 
Total 38 25 65.8 0315 3 56 
RECEIVING 
No Yds TD Lg 
Swift 6 112 2 35 
Hardy 1 56 0 56 
Lucky 6 41 0 19 
Purify 5 38 1 13 
Nunn 2 29 0 20 
Sand 2 16 0 10 
Hill 2 13 0 7 
Helu 1 10 0 10 
Total 25 315 3 56 
PUNT RETURNS 
No Yds TD Lg 
Total ° 0 ° 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
No Yds TD lg 
Grixby 3 78 0 30 
McNeill 1 9 0 9 
Total a 87 0 30 
PUNTING 
No Avg Lg Bik TB FC 50+ In20 
Titchener 8 426 52 0 0 5 1 4 
Total 8 426 52 0 0 5 1 4 
FIELD GOALS 
Made Att lg Bikd 
Henery 1 1 31 0 
Total 1 1 31 0 
DEFENSE 
Solo Ast Tot TFL Sack PD FF FR 
Asante 7 2 9 00 00 2 00 
Brandenburgh 6 2 8 0-0 00 O 0.0 
Octavien 7 1 8 00 00 0 O 0 
Murillo 5 2 7 O08 00 1 0 0 
Eisenhart 5 1 6 00 00 0 0 0 
Green 3 2 5 O00 00 0 0 0 
McKeon 3 2 5 13 00 0 0 (0 
Thenarse 2 3 5 0-0 00 O 1 #0 
Potter 3 1 4 134600 #0 0 0 
Allen 2 1 3 00 00 O 0 0 
Steinkuhler 2 1 3 00 O00 O 0 0 
Barfield ty) 2 2 O00 00 O 0 0 
Turner 1 1 2 0-0 00 1 0 0 
Wortman 1 1 2 13.400 O 0 60 
Blue 1 0 1 O00 00 O 0 0 
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Burkes 1 0 1 00 O00 O 0 0 
Dillard 1 0 1 00 00 0 0 0 
Johnson 0 1 1 00 00 0 0.0 
O'Hanlon 0 1 1 0-0 00 O 0 0 
Poulosky 1 0 1 134613 «#0 0 0 
Suh 0 1 1 00 00 0 0 0 
Wilson 0 1 1 00 00 O 0 0 
Bowman 0 0 0 00 O00 7 0 0 
Grixby 0 0 0 0-0 0-0 1 0 0 
RUSHING 
No Gain Lost Net Avg TD Lg 
Charles 33 296 6 290 88 3 86 
McCoy 11 58 3 55 50 O 24 
McGee 3 22 0 22 73 0 18 
Ogbonnaya 1 0 3 3 -30 O 0 
Total 48 376 12 364 76 3 86 
PASSING 
Att Comp % Int Yds TD Lg 
McCoy 28 12 42.9 1 181 0 36 
TEAM 1 0 0.0 0 0 0 (0 
Total 29 12 41.4 1 #181 O 36 
RECEIVING 
No Yds TD Lg 
Cosby 5 113 0 36 
Jones 4 33 0 14 
Finley 2 25 0 13 
Ogbonnaya 1 10 0 10 
Total 12 181 ° 36 
PUNT RETURNS 
No Yds TD Lg 
Cosby 2 6 0 6 
Total 2 6 0 6 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
No Yds TD Lg 
Cosby 4 71 0 29 
Total 4 71 0 29 
PUNTING 
No Avg Lg Bik TB FC 50+In 20 
Moore 4 425 49 ta) i) 1 0 3 
Total 4425 49 0 o 1 0 3 
FIELD GOALS 
Made Att Lg Bikd 
Bailey 3 4 49 0 
Total 3 a 49 o 
DEFENSE LEADERS 
Solo Ast Tot TFL Sack PD FF FR 
Kindle 7 1 8 0-0 00 1 0.0 
Muckelroy 4 3 7 OO O00 O 0 0 
Derry 4 2 6 1-4 00 O 0 Oo 
Bobino 4 1 5 0-0 60-0 61 0 60 
Foster 5 0 5 0-0 00 0 0 60 
Griffin 5 0 5 0-0 6400 1 0 0 
Miller 3 1 oa 1-2 O00 O 0.60 
Oduegwu 4 0 4 0-0 600 «(0 0 0 
Okam 2 2 4 1-7 17 #0 t 4 
Orakpo 3 1 4 TEN 1 1 0 0 
Norton 2 1 3 00 00 O O 0 


G NoGain Lost Net Avg TD 
Lucky, Marlon 9 170 870 38 832 49 6 
Castille, Quentin 9 64 297 1 296 46 4 
Helu, Roy 5 34 150 3 147 43 #O 
Glenn, Cody 5: 927; 587 9 :78 29 2 
Culbert, Major 7 5: 35 0 5% 7.0/1 
Ganz, Joe 3 3: 27, 0} 27° 9:0); 0 
Hardy, Frantz 9 1 19 0° §19=19,0) (0 
Purify, Maurice 8 1 8 0 8 80 0 
Nunn, Terrence 9 3 4 14 -10 -33 0 
Keller, Sam 9 25 19 97 -78 -3.1 0 

PASSING 

G AttComp %Int Yds TD 
Keller, Sam 9 325 205 63.1 10 2422 14 
Ganz, Joe 3 4 S700 Oe sores 
Lucky, Marlon 9 1 1 100.0 0 20 1 


RECEIVING LEADERS 


G No Yds Avg Ti 
Lucky, Marlon 9 55 429 7.8 1 
Purify, Maurice 8 33. 412 12.5 3 
Swift, Nate 9 29 408 14.1 3 
Nunn, Terrence 9 25 299 12,0 0 
Hill, Sean 9 16 275 17.2 3 
Hardy, Frantz 9 10 198 19.8 0 
Peterson, Todd 9 10 169 16.9 2 
Erickson, Dan 9 See 10.4 0 
Glenn, Cody 5 6 52 8,7 0 
Helu, Roy 5 4 38 9.5 0 
Sand, Andy 9 3 31 10.3 0 
McNeill, Mike 4 1 25 25.0 0 
Teafatiller, Hunter 7 3 21 7.0 0 
Phillips, J.B. 9 2 19 9.5 1 
Castille, Quentin 9 1 15 15.0 0 
Young, Dreu dd 1 14 14.0 0 
Lawson, Thomas 7 3 11 3.7 3 


PUNT RETURNS LEADERS 


G No Yds Avg TOD Lg Yd/G 
Grixby, Cortney 9 7 36 5.1 0 16 4.0 
Jones, Andre 8 3 35 11.7 0 24 4.4 


KICKOFF RETURNS LEADERS 


G No Yds Avg TD lg Yd/G 
Grixby, Cortney 9 32 798 24.9 0 661) «88.7. 
Jones, Andre 8 12 «266 22.2 0 31 332 


G No Avg Lg Bik TB FC 50+In 20 
Titchener, Dan 9: 41, 41:5 452 0 x3 0125 = 2i\oat 4 
Henery, Alex 9 1 33210) 232 0 20 20%5 10 1 


FIELD GOALS 


Att Made Lg Bikd 
Henery, Alex 9 6 6 39 0 
Kunalic, Adi 9 1 1 46 0 


DEFENSE LEADERS 


GTack Ast Tot TFLSack PD FF FR 
Octavien, Steve 9 39 21 60 5-28 0-4 2 O 0 
Asante, Larry 9 27) 29% 266: 0-0)" 10-0; &3) a7 0 
McKeon, Corey 9. 525: 131) 466) 6-19" S1-8) 55) 70 1 
Brandenburgh, L 9) 337) 1a 161 0-0 00 0 O 0 
Murillo, Armando 9 29 21 50 0-0 0-0 7 O 0 
Ruud, Bo Bi 22: 2047422) 3-9; 20-0) nt 2 0 
Potter, Zach 9 23 17 40 9-23 2-10 1 1 1 
Green, Tierre 9 14 °23% 537 0-0 0-0 3 O 0 
Dillard, Phillip 97 19s 30 0-1 00 2 O 0 
Suh,Ndamukong 9 18 7 25 6-29 16 0 O 1 
Bowman, Zackary 8 18 6 24 00 00 5 O 0 
TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Total First Downs 207 215 
Rushing 65 102 
Passing 125 99 
Penalty 7 14 
Total Net Yards 3823 4204 
Total Plays 667 698 
Yards Per Play 5.7 6.0 
Yards Per Game 149.4 242.6 
Rushing Attempts-Yards 337-1345 403-2183 
Yards Per Attempt 4.0 5.4 
Yards Per Game 151.6 227.4 
Pass Att.-Comp.-Int. 330-209-10 295-163-8 
Passing Yards 2478 2021 
Yards Per Completion 11.9 12.4 
Yards Per Game 275.3 224.6 
Punting: No.-Avg. 42-413 41-41.0 
Fumbles-Lost 14-10 12-3 
Penalties-Yards 57-439 57-482 
Sacks By-Yds. Lost 9-54 13-88 
Third-Down Conversions 58-134 63-136 
Conversion Pct. 43.3 46.3 
Fourth-Down Conversions 8-15 8-11 
Conversion Pct. 53.3 72.7 
Avg. Time Of Possession 29:33 30:27 
Scoring ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT TOT 
Nebraska 34 68 66 70 0 238 
Opponents 53 85 83 62 0 283 


At Kansas 
Nov. 3 


Location: Lawrence, Kan 
Enrollment: 29,624 

2007 record: 8-0 

Coach: Mark Mangino, 6th 
year 

Series: Nebraska leads 62-34-3 


11:30 a.m., Fox Sports Net 
Memorial Stadium, Lawrence, Kan. 


Quick Facts 


Kansas defeated Texas A&M 19- 
11 for its first win in College Station 
and moved to 8-0 for the first time 
since 1909. 

The Jayhawk defense held its 
fourth straight opponent under 100 


North South 

WLWL WLWL 
Kansas 40 80 Oklahoma 31 7 1 
Missouri 317 1 Okla. St. 3.1) B28 
Kansas St. 3 2 5 3 Texas B32 332 
Colorado 3 2 5 4 TexasA&M 3 2 6 3 
Nebraska 1 4 4 5 TexasTech 2 3 6 3 
lowa State 0 5 1 8 Baylor 0536 


Saturday, Oct. 27 
Texas 28, Nebraska 25 
Kansas 19, Texas A&M 11 
Kansas State 51, Baylor 13 
Colorado 31, Texas Tech 26 
Missouri 42, lowa State 28 
Oklahoma, Oklahoma State idle 


yards rushing. Opponents are averag- 
ing just 60.25 yards in that span. 
Senior running back Brandon 
McAnderson ran for a career-high 183 
yards and two touchdowns vs. A&M. 
He has 688 yards for the season. 
Sophomore Jake Sharp has 617. 


Jayhawk to Watch 


In his first year as a starter, sopho- 
more quarterback Todd Reesing has 
completed 59 per- 
cent of his passes 
for 1,985 and 17 
touchdowns. He 
has also rushed for 
a net of 193 yards 
and one_ score. 
Reesing ranks ninth 
on KU's single-sea- 
son passing yards 
chart and 15th on the career list with 
2,189 yards. 


) 


Kansas State 
Nov. 10 


Location: Manhattan, Kan 
Enrollment: 23,137 
2007 record: 5-3 
Coach: Ron Prince, 2nd 
year 
Series: Nebraska leads 74-15-2 
Time TBA 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Neb. 
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THE PAULFELL PREDICTION 


NOVEMBER 3, 2007 
STRUGGLING HUSKERS TRY TO BRING THE HIGH- 
FLYING JAYHAWKS BACK TO EARTH! 


KANSAS OFFENSE 


Marcus Henry*** 
Marcus Herford** 
Anthony Collins** 
Matt Darton 
Adrian Mayes 
Jason Hind 

Ryan Cantrell" 
Sal Capra 

Chet Hartley 

Carl Wilson 

Cesar Rodriguez*** 
lan Wolfe 

Derek Fine*** 
Bradley Dedeaux 
Dexton Fields** 
Raimond Pendleton 
Dezmon Briscoe 
Tertavian Ingram 
Todd Reesing” 
Kerry Meier* 
Jake Sharp* 


BM COH WH OWHKROWWUNSSWWEWADWSE 


Brian Hill Mike Babcock  TerryDouglass Sean Callahan Travis Justice 


6- 
6- 
6- 
6 
6- 
6- 
6- 
6. 

6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
5- 
6- 
6- 
5- 
6- 
5- 
6- 
5- 


Brandon McAnderson*** Editor Cont. Editor G1 Independent KFAB/Rivals.com KMTV3-Omaha 
Scott Webb*** 
(Guest) 
KANSAS DEFENSE Nebraska Nebraska 27, Kansas 31, Kansas 34, Kansas 41, Kansas 42, 
@Kansas Kansas 24 Nebraska 21 Nebraska 27 Nebraska 27 Nebraska 17 
DE 81 Russell Brorsen** 6-4 
Jeff Wheeler* 67 
DT Caleb Blakesley* 6-5 3 . : ‘ z : “ ; 
Jamal Greene 6-4 Missouri Colorado 34, Missouri 27, Missouri 33, Missouri 37, Missouri 36, 
oy sealer Aaa Se @Colorado Missouri 31 Colorado 24 = Colorado 21 ~— Colorado 31 Colorado 31 
DE John Larson* 6-3 
Jake Laptad 6-4 
ARR Wehe ae Kansas State Kansas St. 27, Kansas St. 28, Kansas St.17, Kansas St.27, Kansas St. 31, 
Joe Mortensen** 6-1 @lowa State lowa State 19  lowaState7 lowaState13 lowaState13  lowa State 17 
Drew Dudley 6-2 
Mike Rivera* 6-3 
Justin Springer 6-4 
Aqib Talib* s 6-2 Arizona State Oregon 34, Oregon 35, Oregon 44, Oregon 45, Oregon 42, 
alae ar 6 @Oregon Arizona St. 23 Arizona St.31 Arizona St.35 Arizona St.41 — Arizona St. 28 
Tang Bacheyie** 6-1 
Darrell Stuckey” 6-1 
Justin Thornton* 6-1 Last Week 3-1 13 13 1-3 2-2 
Chris He 6-0 
Konak Harper) tea Season 20-16 23-13 28-12 26-10 22-14 
Kyle Tucker*** 6-2 
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Jordan Larson's jump serve is captured from above during the top-rated Nebraska volleyball team’s sweep of No. 11 Hawaii Oct. 
21 in front of an NCAA regular-season record crowd of 13,396 at the Bob Devaney Sports Center. (PHOTO BY SCOTT BRUHN) 
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The 100th straight sellout crowd at the NU Coliseum watches Nebraska sweep Kansas, 30-16, 30-25, 30-26. 


Intimate feel of 
Coliseum helps 
fans connect 
with Huskers 


By Bob Hamar 


niversity of Nebraska 
fans love their volley- 
ball team. 

That gets to the 
heart of the success 
the Husker program 

has enjoyed over the past eight years 
under coach John Cook. Husker fans 
feel a real connection with the 
Nebraska program. 

“Tt definitely doesn’t hurt that 
Nebraska doesn’t have a professional 
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sport for anything,” Nebraska senior 
All-American Sarah Pavan said. “The 
university is like the main focus. 
People treat us like we are their team 
too. That's really special. We're not 
just Nebraska. We’re like their girls.” 

The Huskers recorded their 100th 
straight sellout at the NU Coliseum in 
an Oct. 20 match against Kansas. They 
are now chasing — and will probably 
pass — the 113 straight sellouts by the 
University of Connecticut women’s 
basketball team set from 1997 through 
2005. 

The last time the Coliseum wasn’t 
sold out was for a Sept. 25, 2001, 
match against Creighton. 

Tara Mueller, a freshman from 
Scottsdale, Ariz., certainly appreciates 
the fan support. She noticed that sup- 
port when she visited the Coliseum 
for the first time on a recruiting visit. 

“You can see it when you're 
recruited,” Mueller said. “They take 
the recruits down on the court and on 


the bench, and you get the feel of it, 
but you're just not really a part of it 
yet. 

“Now that I’m on the team, I mean 
the first time I stepped out with my 
jersey on and everything, just know- 
ing that all those people are here for 
you now. It’s crazy. It’s such a good 
feeling. It’s so different from seeing it 
on the outside.” 

Hawaii is one of the few teams that 
can identify with the Huskers. The 
Rainbow Wahine, who play their 
home matches at the 10,300-seat Stan 
Sheriff Center, regularly lead the 
nation in attendance. 

Hawaii visited Lincoln for a 
Sunday afternoon match Oct. 21 at the 
Devaney Sports Center where an 
NCAA regular-season record crowd of 
13,396 turned out to cheer on the 
Huskers. 

“It’s really a tribute this team and 
these kids,” Cook said. “These are all 
great students. They’re great people. 


They give back to the community. 
They represent everything you want 
in a college student-athlete. 

“People want to be around good 
people who do good things. It’s a love 
affair going on with this team.” 

Playing at the Sports Center is just 
another way to give more fans an 
opportunity to see the Huskers in per- 
son. 

“The biggest complaint on the 
radio show and the e-mails we get is 
how can we get tickets and how can 
we see the Huskers play,” Cook said. 
“It’s pretty gratifying to sell the 
Devaney out. That's just an awesome 
feeling. It’s our way of trying to con- 
nect Nebraska volleyball with all the 
people who do not have tickets at the 
Coliseum. This is the best way we can 
do it.” 

But Cook and his players love the 
Coliseum. They have absolutely no 
intention of moving to a larger arena 
at any time in the near future. 

The intimate feeling at the 
Coliseum helps connect the Husker 
fans to the players, and it’s one of the 
big reasons fans have packed the old 
building for every match for six 
straight years. 

Cook takes a lot of pride in that 
sellout streak because he was really 
the one that got it all started. 

“I just remember when I first got 
here as a coach, everybody was talk- 
ing about the football sellout streak,” 
Cook said. “I just remember saying, 
‘Why can’t we do that in volleyball?’ 
It’s a pretty proud moment for 
Nebraska volleyball. 

“I always go back to the old days 
when coach (Terry) Pettit was going 
door-to-door selling season tickets. 
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That was really the seed that was 
planted. It’s just a neat feeling to be a 
part of that and see how that has 
evolved.” 

It’s evolved to where it’s common 
place to set attendance records. The 
Huskers set the NCAA all-time record 
a year ago when 17,209 fans showed 
up at Qwest Center Omaha to watch 
NU defeat Stanford in the NCAA 
championship match. 

Pavan said the players appreciate 
all the support they get from the 
Husker fans. 

“We're really fortunate,” Pavan 
said. “When other teams come here, 
you can just see that they wish they 
could have the support we have. We 
definitely don’t take it for granted. I’m 
really fortunate that I came to a place 
that appreciates this sport a much as 
Nebraska does. 

“T can’t imagine playing in front of 
like 200 people.” 

That's not likely to happen. Now 
the Husker fans have even started fol- 
lowing their team on the road. That 
just shows how the level of support 
has changed since Pavan joined the 
program. 

“You can tell by all the sellouts we 
have everywhere,” Pavan said. “Even 
at away games, we still sign after 
games because half the crowd is 
Nebraska, even in Oklahoma. 

“Especially my freshman year, 
home games were Nebraska and road 
games were their fans. Now every- 
where we go, Nebraska people are 
there.” 


Bob Hamar covers the Nebraska volleyball 
team for the Grand Island (Neb.) 
Independent. He can be reached at 
bob.hamar@theindependent.com 
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Nebraska moved to the Devaney Sports Center for the nonconference sweep of Hawaii (30-22, 30-16, 30-24) before a record crowd. 


AVCA Showcase 
At Qwest Center Omaha 
Aug. 24 vs. Tennessee W 3-0 
Aug. 25 vs. UCLA W 3-1 
Holiday Inn Classic 
NU Coliseum/Qwest Center Omaha 
Aug. 31 vs. Creighton (NU) W 3-0 
Sept.2 vs. Penn St. (Qmaha) W 3-0 
Sept.3 vs. Cal Poly (NU) W 3-0 


Ameritas Players Challenge 
NU Coliseum 

Sept.7 vs. Duke 
Sept.8 vs. New Mexico St. 


W 3-0 
W 3-0 


(Home matches at NU Coliseum, unless noted) 


Sept. 12 Texas W 3-0 
Sept. 15 @Texas Tech W 3-0 
Sept. 22 Texas A&M W 3-0 
Sept. 26 @Kansas W 3-0 
Sept. 29 Baylor W 3-0 
Oct.3 Kansas State W 3-0 
Oct.6 @Colorado W 3-0 
Oct. 10 lowa State W 3-0 
Oct. 13 @Oklahoma W 3-0 
Oct. 17 @Missouri W 3-0 
Oct. 20 Kansas W 3-0 
Oct. 21 Hawaii (Devaney) W 3-0 
Oct.24 @Texas L 3-0 
Oct. 31 Missouri 7 p.m. 
Nov.3 @Kansas State 7 p.m. 
Nov. 7 Colorado 7 p.m. 
Nov. 11. @lowa State 3 p.m. 
Nov. 14 @Texas A&M 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 17 Oklahoma 7 p.m. 
Nov. 21 @Baylor 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 24 Texas Tech 7 p.m. 


Nov. 29-Dec. 2 
NCAA First/Second Rounds 
At Campus Sites 


Dec. 7-8 
NCAA Regionals 
At Campus Sites 


Dec 13-15 
NCAA Final Four 
At Sacramento, Calif. 
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Learning to Lead 


Osborne’s 
message 
important 
for freshman 
point guard 


By Mike Babcock 


randon Richardson 

knew — something 

about Tom Osborne. 

How could he not, 

with all that was 

written and said 
when Osborne returned to Nebraska 
as interim athletic director? 

So even though Richardson is not 
a Nebraskan, and was only 8-years 
old when Osborne stepped aside as 
football coach, he has begun to 
understand Osborne's significance to 
the university, and the state. 

So when Osborne spoke to coach 
Doc Sadler’s basketball team, the 
freshman from Los Angeles was 
impressed. “It was great, the leader- 
ship he brought, not only to the foot- 
ball organization but to the whole 
program,” Richardson said, minutes 
after Osborne met with the team 
before practice. 

Leadership is particularly impor- 
tant to Richardson. When practice 
began, Sadler identified him and fel- 
low freshman Cookie Miller, along 
with sophomore Jay-R Strowbridge, 
as the top candidates to replace 
Charles Richardson as point guard, 
the team’s “biggest question mark,” 
said Sadler. 

Brandon shares the same last 
name with his predecessor at the 


position. And Charles was his ~ grandon Richardson is adjusting to the point guard position after averaging 20.4 
recruiting host. But he played shoot- _ points per game as a shooting guard his senior year in high school. 
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ing guard, not the point, in high 
school. 

He was a prolific scorer, averaging 
20.4 points as a senior to earn Nike 
All-America recognition. More 
importantly, his scoring led to team 
success. Hawthorne High advanced 
to the state playoffs, and he scored a 
career-high 38 points in the first 
round and 31 in the second round. 
Richardson averaged 22.5 points as a 
junior and finished his four-year high 
school career with more than 2,000 
points. 

Scoring ability is a Sadler recruit- 
ing emphasis, of course. But Charles 
Richardson wasn’t on the court for 
36-plus minutes a game because of 
his shooting — he averaged 7.8 
points, hitting 38 percent from the 
field. Charles distributed the ball, got 
it where it needed to be, and said 
what had to be said. 

Sadler wants his point guard to 
make good decisions and take care of 
the ball. 

“It’s like being the quarterback of 
the team, being a coach on the floor,” 
Brandon Richardson said. “You have 
to know not just your role but every- 
body else’s role. Everybody has dif- 
ferent strengths, so you've got to 
know what each person can do. 
That's the most difficult part of the 
transition.” 

He has had to become more vocal 
than he was in high school. “It was 
kind of hard for me because I’m not 
used to being that loud,” he said. 
“But being a point guard now, I’ve 
got to be vocal. 

“The coaches and players always 
tell me to be a leader. ‘Just because 
you're a freshman doesn’t mean any- 
thing.’ And ‘Do the small things. 
They'll lead to bigger things.’ ” 

As with most of his teammates, 
Richardson was on campus during 
the summer, preparing. It was “very 
important to be here,” he said. Had 
he not been, “it would have been a 
setback. 

“We played every day, and we 
learned to play with each other.” 

Even so, unstructured summer 
play is a far cry from what Sadler 
expects, and demands. And, as with 
all of the newcomers — there are 
eight — Richardson learned quickly. 

Players on last year’s team told 
him what practices would be like. 
“They said, ‘Make sure you’re going 


hard on each play. Don’t take a play 
lightly just because he’s (Sadler) not 
looking at you, not watching,’” 
Richardson said. “Just make sure 
you're going all out.’ 

“It's been tough, but at the same 
time, I didn’t think it would be easy.” 

He had a lesson in discipline when 
fall-semester classes began and the 
team’s lifting regimen was moved 
from the afternoon to 6:30 a.m., four 
days a week. That was tough. 

He and roommate Alex Chapman 
set their alarms — actually, Chapman 
had the louder alarm clock so they 
both relied on it — for “about 5:45” so 
they could be at the Devaney Sports 
Center by 6 a.m. 

Richardson didn’t adjust until the 
final week of early-morning lifting, 
and then only because the end was in 
sight. He figured he just had to push 
through and get back to lifting at 3:30 
p-m. 

“It was hard for me,” he said. “I 
just had to get my mindset right.” 

Richardson considered offers from 
other schools, among them Pacific, 
Cal State-Fullerton, Utah and Idaho, 
before picking Nebraska because of 


its academic support system and 
because of the opportunity to com- 
pete in the Big 12 Conference. When 
he arrived in the summer, however, 
like many student-athletes who come 
from distant places, “the first thing I 
thought was, ‘I want to go back 
home,’ ” he said with a laugh. “When 
I first got here, I was kind of skeptical 
about everything. I didn’t know what 
to think.” 

The weather was different, and so 
were the people, in a good way. 
“Everybody’s friendly,” he said. “It’s 
like one big family. Back home it’s not 
like that. Back home it’s fast-paced.” 

He hasn’t settled on a major, but 
he’s considering psychology, a field 
that probably would serve him well in 
his role as a point guard in particular 
and athletics in general. 

Osborne has a doctorate in educa- 
tional psychology. Richardson proba- 
bly doesn’t know that, yet. Most of 
what he knows about Osborne people 
told him when Osborne spoke to the 
team. But he won't leave it at that. 
“Now that he’s the interim athletic 
director, I’m going to do my 
research,” Richardson said. 
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Nebraska senior Jon May is ranked No. 6 at 285 pounds in the preseason rankings. 


It ‘Teaches You’ 


Husker senior heavyweight 
May has worked 
to overcome adversity 
By KATELYN KERKHOVE 


on May knows a few 
things about ups and 
downs. 
The lone senior on 
the Nebraska wrestling 
team, May has seen opportunities 
come and go during his four years as 
a Cornhusker heavyweight. 

There was the time during his 
sophomore season when he finished 
fourth at the Big 12 Conference tour- 
nament, just one spot away from 
going to the NCAA Tournament. 
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While he followed this disappoint- 
ing showing with a third-place finish 
in 2006 and reached the NCAA 
Tournament, he didn’t reach his 
expectations when he lost in his first 
round. But it is this past year that has 
taught May hard work. 

Plagued by injuries, May’s hopes 
of a national title were put on hold 
last December and remain question- 
able now. Yet, he refuses to give in. 

“The sport itself just teaches you 
what hard work is,” May said. “I’ve 


had ups and downs with injuries and 
even on the mat, not wrestling as well 
as I’ve wanted to. But it just helps you 
out if you keep a good attitude.” 

May grew up in Hutchinson, 
Minn. He graduated with Cornhusker 
football players Nate Swift and Lydon 
Murtha. All three have agreed that 
“Hutch” isn’t the most exciting place 
in the world. The town of 14,000 peo- 
ple just doesn’t have much to do, May 
said, and, since he doesn’t enjoy fish- 
ing, his options were even more limit- 
ed. 

While he spent some time making 
the one-hour drive to Minneapolis-St. 
Paul for Phish and Dead concerts, for 
the most part, May turned to sports 
for entertainment. He lettered in foot- 
ball with Swift and Murtha, but it was 
wrestling that caught his attention. 
He was a four-time all-conference 


selection at Hutchinson High School 
and won the state championship his 
senior year. He was also a three-time 
junior All-American. 

When the option to join Nebraska's 
team — which finished second in the 
conference and fifth in the nation in 
2004 — came about, it was an oppor- 
tunity May just couldn’t pass up. 
Now, in his fifth year at Nebraska, 
May has some goals he would like to 
start meeting. 

The only problems are his knees. 
May tore his MCL in early December 
during practice, when he was ranked 
ninth in the nation. He had the knee 
scoped again this fall during presea- 
son conditioning. 

Starting to shake off the rust since 
his last surgery, he botched his left 
knee on Oct. 19 — another three 
weeks gone. 

Cornhusker coach Mark Manning 
said he has seen some athletes be 
more prone to injuries than others. 
For May, it’s especially unfortunate 
that his injuries have shown up now, 
since as a healthy wrestler, he could 
produce some big wins for the team 
this year. 

“With Jon right now, it’s a confi- 


dence issue,” Manning said. “If he 
doesn’t hold himself back, Jon will 
have a great senior year. He’s as good 
as any guy in the country right now in 
heavyweight. The experience he’s 
had, whether it’s been good or bad, 
bodes well for him to have success 
this year.” 

With his weight class wide-open in 
terms of who is on top, May said it’s 
all about staying positive. Whether 
it’s an injury, a lack of confidence or 
just a bad day, a wrestler can never 
lose his focus, he said. 

“It’s kind of how the sport is — 
you battle through adversity,” May 
said. “There are things you can con- 
trol and there are things you can’t. 
You just have to keep looking for- 
ward. We have a chance to be a real 
good team, so you have to just think 
of the positive.” 

For Manning, last year’s early end- 
ing for May was disappointing. 
Manning said his senior has the 
potential, talent and intensity to be a 
national champion. But whether or 
not that happens, Manning said May 
has grown as a person because of his 
hardships. 

“It’s toughened his mindset in 


The Fellowship of Christian Athletes is touching 
millions of lives - one heart at a time. Since 1954, 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes has been 
challenging coaches and athletes on the 
professional, college, high school, junior high 
and youth levels to use the powerful medium of 
athletes to impact the world for Jesus Christ. 


As the largest Christian sports 


ministry in America, FCA focuses 
on serving local communities by 
equipping, empowering and 
encouraging people to make 


a difference for Christ. 
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regard to overcoming some of the sit- 
uations that he has had to,” Manning 
said. “I think he’s a better person 
because of it. Hopefully that’s going 
to translate to a great performance his 
senior year. Now it’s just about step- 
ping out there and letting it rip.” 


PRESEASON RANKINGS 

The Huskers were ranked No. 14 
nationally in the preseason coaches’ 
poll released by USA 
Today/NWCA/Intermat on Oct. 23. 
Nebraska finished No. 16 at the 2007 
NCAA Championships, finishing the 
season with a 10-7-1 record. Eight 
Huskers are ranked in the top 14 nation- 
ally, led by junior Paul Donahoe, who is 
No. 1 at 125 pounds. Donahoe had a 35- 
5 record last season. 

May, the team’s only senior, has a 
No. 6 national ranking. 

Ranked Huskers: 


125 pounds — Paul Donahoe (Jr.) = No. 1 
149 — Jordan Burroughs (So.) No. 11 
157 — Chris Oliver (Jr.) No. 14 
165 — Stephen Dwyer (So.) No, 12 
174 — Brandon Browne (Jr.) No. 10 
184 — Vince Jones (Jr.) No. 9 
197 — Craig Brester (So.) No. 5 
285 — Jon May (Sr.) No. 6 


The Huskers’ starting roster for the 
opening dual at Wyoming on Nov. 9 
will be determined at wrestle-offs on 
Nov. 2 at the Devaney Sports Center 
track. 


Visit nebraskafca.org 
or call 402-464-2343 
for more information. 
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CHRISTIAN ATHLETES 
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BASEBALL 


NU junior Erik Bird allowed just one run in four innings in a f. 
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Nebraska freshman David Stewart is tagged out by a Kearney infielder in NU’s 8-5 win in the scrimmage that concluded fall workouts. 
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Nebraska fresh- 
man midfielder 
Anna White (top, 
above) goes up for 
a header against 
Baylor's Lindsey 
Johnson (7) Oct. 
19 at the NU 
Soccer Field. NU 
sophomore for- 
ward Brittney 
Lanier (12, left) 
makes a move 
past a Baylor play- 
er. The Bears won 
4-1. Nebraska’s 
goal was scored 
by sophomore 
defender Anna 
Caniglia. 
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NOTEBOOK 


Tom Osborne’s tenure as interim athletic director has been 
fast-paced, as a photograph on the front page of the sports 
section in the Oct. 18 edition of the Omaha World-Herald 
illustrated. His first day on the job Osborne was in his office, 
on two phones at the same time — one was a cell phone. 

Osborne’s return to Nebraska provided newspaper head- 
line writers an opportunity to be imaginative. “The doctor is 
in,” one said in bold type. “Calling a T.O.” said another. 

One of Osborne's first orders of business was sending a 
memo to former Cornhusker football players. 


Subject: A Message From 
Your Coach Tom Osborne. 


The University of Nebraska Football 
Program was built by you and other play- 
ers like you who made a lifelong commit- 
ment to play for and support the Big Red. 
Because of you, Nebraska has enjoyed a 
tradition of excellence over the past five 
decades that is unprecedented and 
unmatched by any other team or pro- 
gram. 

On behalf of the University of 
Nebraska and the Cornhusker Athletic 
Department, | want you to know that we 
appreciate your commitment and owe 
you our gratitude. Whether you were a 
walk-on or scholarship player, from 
Nebraska or another state, you are a 
valuable member of this family and a key 
factor in our school’s storied history of 
tradition of excellence. We want you to 
know you are always welcome in your 
home. 

Please feel free to come visit us — 
anytime. Just walk in our front door and 
say you are a former player and | prom- 
ise you, you will be welcomed with open 
arms. My office is on the third floor, and 
as you know, my door is always open. 
The football coaches are on the second 
floor and the weight room and athletic medicine are just 
inside the front doors of the new north stadium complex. You 
are welcome to come see us at work, attend practice and join 
us for home games. 

Beginning immediately, a limited number of tickets and 
sideline passes will be made available for former football 
players. Additional tickets for guests will be available for pur- 
chase, but there will be no charge for these single-game tick- 
ets/passes for former players. Next year, we intend to again 
make available a limited number of season tickets for players 
to purchase with no donation required. Please contact Chris 
Anderson at canderson@huskers.com or at 402-472-7771 if 
you are interested. | know | speak for everyone here in the 
athletic department when | say we hope to see you soon. 


Best Wishes 
Tom Osborne 
Osborne’s signature was in red. 
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Welcome Back 


Sophomore DJ Belfonte gets an RBI single in the game 
against Nebraska-Kearney. (More photos on Page 32) 


FALL BALL CONCLUDES 

The Cornhusker baseball team concluded fall practice with 
an 8-5 victory against Nebraska-Kearney in a 14-inning scrim- 
mage at Hawks Field on the Friday before the Texas A&M foot- 
ball game. 

Senior outfielder Bryce Nimmo hit a three-run home run 
and scored two runs in the scrimmage, while senior second 
baseman Jake Opitz went 3-for-6 with a run-batted-in and a 
run scored. Sophomore outfielder DJ Belfonte went 2-for-5 
with two walks and two runs scored. 

Several pitchers were effective including senior Johnny 
Dorn and redshirted fresh- 
man Mike Nesseth, who 
combined to allow one run 
over the final seven 
innings. Nesseth gave up 
only one hit and struck out 
five in the final three 
innings to earn credit for a 
save. Dorn was credited 
with the victory, striking 
out six in four scoreless 
innings. Erik Bird also 
pitched four innings, allow- 
ing one run and striking out 
two. 

“The biggest thing for us 
was getting on the field and 
having the experience of 
playing,” said coach Mike 
Anderson. “We put kids in 
the roles we expected them 
to have during the year.” 

At one point, Anderson 
used four freshmen in the 
infield. 

The scrimmage, at the 
end of five weeks of fall 
practice, counts against 
Nebraska’s NCAA limit of 
56 regular-season games 
but will not count on the 
Cornhuskers’ record. 

A change in NCAA rules now requires all teams to begin 
practices no earlier than Feb. 1. Nebraska is scheduled to open 
the 2008 season with a four-game series at Stanford, Feb. 22- 
24. That will be followed by the first home series, four games 
against UC-Riverside, Feb. 29-March 2. 

Prior to the UNK scrimmage, the Cornhuskers played their 
annual Red-White series, with each team winning a game. In 
the first, Nimmo went 2-for-4 with a double and four RBIs to 
lead the Whites to an 8-2 victory. Erik Rose pitched five 
innings to earn the victory, while Aaron Pribanic was charged 
with the loss. Tyler Rank also had two hits for the Whites and 
Bret Sowers drove in two runs, while Opitz, Craig Corriston, 
Drew Gray and Dan Johnston all had two hits for the Reds. 

Belfonte scored three runs and Jake Mort made a leaping 
catch to stop a seventh-inning rally as the Reds rebounded for 
a 4-3 victory in the second game. Casey Hauptman was cred- 
ited with the pitching victory, while Sean Yost took the loss, 
despite allowing only one earned run in 4.1 innings. Mitch 
Abeita was 3-for-4 with an RBI for the Whites. Nimmo, Rank 
and Andy Cotton each had two hits for the Whites. 
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Quick Hits 


KEEP ON ROLLING 

The top-ranked Husker volleyball team swept No. 11 
Hawaii on Oct. 21, 30-22, 30-16, 30-24 to complete a 3-0 week 
and remain the nation’s lone undefeated team while extend- 
ing a home-court winning streak to 66. The sweep was 
Nebraska‘s 17th in a row and it snapped a 13-match winning 
streak by the Rainbow Wahine, who hit .140 and were held 
without an ace. 

It was the fifth time the Huskers held an opponent without 
an ace. 

Senior middle blocker Tracy Stalls led the Huskers with 13 
kills on a match-high .522 hitting percentage. It was the first 
time Stalls led Nebraska in kills since September of 2006. 
Senior Sarah Pavan, playing her first match as Nebraska's 
all-time kill leader, was credited with 11. 

Pavan passed Allison Weston as the Huskers’ career 
leader in kills the previous night during a 30-16, 30-25, 30-26 
victory against Kansas. Pavan passed Weston (1,778 kills) 
with her 16th kill of the match, a shot down the line that gave 
the Huskers the lead for good, at 22-21, in the final game. 

Pavan finished with a match-high 17 kills on .406 hitting, 
two aces and three blocks. 


PLAYER OF THE WEEK 

Junior outside hitter Jordan Larson was named the Big 12 
Defensive Player of the Week for her play in the Huskers’ 
three victories against Missouri, Kansas and Hawaii. She 
earned the honor after averaging 4.33 
digs and 0.67 blocks per game while 
also being perfect on serve-receive 
during the week. Against Missouri at 
Columbia, she recorded a season-high 
18 digs. She totaled four blocks and six 
digs in the sweep of Kansas before 
rebounding with a match-high 15 digs 
against Hawaii. 

Larson, the tri-Big 12 Defensive 
Player of the Year in 2006, was the sec- 
ond Husker to earn the conference's 
weekly defensive honor this season. 
Christina Houghtelling won it on Aug. 
27. 


Jordan Larson 


BIG SHOES TO FILL 

Zach Potter has had the difficult task of stepping in for the 
departed Adam Carriker this football season, and the 6-foot- 
7, 285-pound junior from Omaha handled it well. Of the new 
players up front, he has made the most improvement, 
according to coach Bill Callahan. 

“He's got a great frame in that he’s tall and long,” 
Callahan said recently. “He’s smart and has a motor. He 
learned well under Carriker. He had a few years of getting 
himself ready. He loves the game. He prepares hard. He still 
has a long way to go, but he’s really been a physical player 
for us, at the point of attack especially. For a tall, long guy, he 
can bend well. He has good flexibility. 

“He can leverage you and play well with his hands.” 

Through the first seven games, Potter led the team in 
tackles for loss and sacks. 

Carriker is in his rookie season with the St. Louis Rams. 


JAKE YOUNG MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Cornhusker offensive guard Andy Christensen, a junior 
from Bennington, Neb., was this year’s recipient of the Jake 
Young Memorial Scholarship, given annually to an offensive 
lineman who has distinguished himself in the classroom as 
well as on the field. 

Christensen was in his second season as a starter before 
suffering a knee injury in the USC game. He carries a 3.651 


cumulative grade-point average with a 
construction management major and 
was a first-team Academic All-Big 12 
selection as well as a second-team aca- 
demic all-district honoree in 2006. He 
has been named to the Big 12 
Commissioner's Academic Honor Roll 
in each of his six semesters at 
Nebraska. 
Young, a two-time Academic All- 
American as well as a two-time All- 
American center, was killed in a terror- 
ah - ehneneen ist bomb attack in October of 2002 in 
* aoe Bali, where he was competing in a 
rugby tournament. 


SEASON OPENS 

The Husker rifle team was scheduled to open its season in 
late October under new head coach Morgan Hicks, who was 
hired in mid-June after coaching at Murray State since 2004. 
Hicks was an eight-time All-American for the Murray State 
rifle team. She was the NCAA air rifle champion in 2004. She 
also was a member of the United States Olympic rifle team in 
2004, finishing 12th at the games in ; 
Athens, Greece. 

Hicks was the head coach at Murray 
State last season, leading the team to 
an eight-place NCAA finish. Nebraska 
finished fifth at the NCAA champi- 
onships in 2007. 

Hicks has extensive international 
experience, competing in World Cups 
in Milan, Italy and Munich, Germany 
and at the World Championships in 
Zagreb, Croatia in 2006. She is secre- 
tary-treasurer of the Collegiate Rifle 
Coaches Association. 


Morgan Hicks 


ROSTER 

Freshmen: Elisha LaFond (Spokane, Wash.), Ashley Lane 
(Grand Rapids, Mich.), Ryann McGough (LaPorte, Colo.). 

Sophomores: Christine Costello (Queen Creek, Ariz.), 
Amanda Jeffries (Norman, Okla.). 

Seniors: Kim Chrostowski (Rockville, R.I.), Katie Harrington 
(New Richmond, Wis.), Kirsten Weiss (Cornwall, Pa.). 

SCHEDULE 

Oct. 26 — Kentucky; 28 — Alaska-Fairbanks. 

Nov. 18 — Army & North Carolina State at West Point, N.Y.; 
29 — Air Force at Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Jan. 12 — at West Virginia; 13 — at Palmyra Invitational, 
Palmyra, Pa.; 26 — Texas Christian. 

Feb. 2 — at Ole Miss; 3 — Memphis at Oxford, Miss.; 16 — 
NCAA Qualifier at NU Rifle Range. 

March 7-8 — GARC Championships (Army, Kentucky, 
Memphis, Ole Miss, West Virginia, Xavier) at Oxford, Miss. 14-16 
— NCAA Championships at West Point, N.Y. 


NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP HOST 

Nebraska will be the host for the 2008 NCAA Women's 
Bowling Championships April 10-12. The fifth-annual event, 
featuring eight of the nation’s top teams in double-elimination 
competition, will be held at Thunder Alley in Omaha. “My 
hopes are that the NCAA sporting world will see that 
Nebraska hosting a championship in bowling will be of the 
same quality similar to volleyball and baseball,” Husker coach 
Bill Straub said in a statement released following the NCAA‘s 
announcement. 

Nebraska earned back-to-back national championships in 
the first two seasons (2004, 2005) the NCAA sanctioned the 
sport. The Huskers also advanced to the national champi- 
onship tournament the past two seasons. Vanderbilt won the 
title in 2007. Fairleigh Dickinson won it in 2006. 
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ACROSS 
5 NU’s 2005 bowl game 
7 2000 All-America center 
10 Opponent in 2008 opener 


12 Kansas school color (with 2 down) 


14 Radio color commentator 

18 Leading tackler vs. Texas A&M 
20 Backup center 

21 Tight end from Texas 

23 Radio play-by-play announcer 
27 Kansas campus location 

28 Wears No. 10 

29 Leading rusher vs. Texas A&M 
30 Nov. 10 opponent 


DOWN 
1 Wears No. 3 
2 Kansas school color (with 12 
across) 

3 Kansas head coach 

4 1995 All-America center 

6 1988 All-America center 

8 Wears No. 4 

9 1985 All-America center 
11 Kansas nickname 
13 Nate Swift's home state 
15 Leading receiver vs. Texas A&M 
16 Had first career sack vs. Texas 

A&M 
17 1996 All-America center 
19 NU‘’s 2002 bowl game 
22 Tom Osborne’s alma mater 
24 Network for NU-KU telecast 
25 Wears No. 14 
26 Ndamukong Suh’s home state 
28 Tight end from Illinois 
Answers in Nov. 10 issue 


HUSKERNUTZ 


YOU SUDDENLY RECALL THE ANCIENT CHINESE 
CURSE: “MAY YOU LIVE IN INTERESTING TIMES”. 
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IDEAS? 

DO YOU HAVE SOME INSPIRATION 
FOR A HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON? 
IF WE USE YOUR IDEA, WE'LL GIVE 
YOU CREDIT AND SEND YOU AN 
AUTOGRAPHED FULL-COLOR PRINT 
OF YOUR HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON! 


SEND IDEAS TO: PAUL FELL CAR- 
TOONS, 3215 JAMESTOWN LANE, 
LINCOLN, NE 68516 OR EMAIL TO: 


paulfellcartoons@alltel.net 


OCT. 27 CROSSWORD SOLUTION 


Huskers Illustrated looks back 
at some of the top stories of 1997 


Nov. 5, 1997: 
Volume 17, No. 16 


STATE OF THE HUSKERS: 
MCBRIDE’S RIDE 
Under the direction of defensive coordina- 
tor Charlie McBride, the Blackshirts have 
proven their dominance time and time again. 
So who cares if the nation isn’t ready to recog- 
nize the fact? 


BIG 12 HOOPS PREVIEW 
With Kansas penciled in for a Final Four berth, everyone else 
is playing for second in the Big 12 this season. 


MISSOURI NEARLY UPSETS NU 
IN OVERTIME THRILLER 

It was the stuff of legend, and national championships, a 
reception so incredible that even video replays fell short of mak- 
ing it seem real. 

Shevin Wiggins appeared to have the ball, and then he didn't. 

The ball was bound to hit the ground near the north goal line 
at Faurot Field, and yet... 

Lance Brown made a lunge to catch it, between frantic 
Missouri defenders. Somehow, the ball deflected off Wiggins 
deep into the end zone. 

In the same instant, Matt Davison saw the ball spinning end- 
over-end, as if it were a punt, and refusing to concede defeat, he 
dived, his arms stretched to their limit. 


mmm 
y —FLORIDA 24 
ORIGINAL NETWORK BROADCAST 


1995 National CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
The complete full-screen digital video 
original network broaticast of 
Nebraska's 62-27 rout of Florida in the 
Jan. 1, 1996, Fiesta Bowl. 


Only $24.99 each. 
Get both for $46! 


The ball, and Nebraska’s national champi- 
onship hopes, were just inches from turf when 
the freshman from Tecumseh, Neb., cradled 
them. 

“It seemed like forever for the ball to get 
there,” said Davison, who leaped to his feet 
and showed the ball to the officials. “There 
was no doubt in my mind. | just wanted to see 
the ball before | got excited.” 

The game clock showed 0:00. The officials 
signaled touchdown. 

Davison’s catch, his second of the game 
and the first for a touchdown at Nebraska, did- 
n‘t win the game. But without it, the 
Cornhuskers couldn’t have. Kris Brown came 
on to kick the extra point to tie the score at 38 
and send the game into overtime. 

Nebraska needed just three plays in its first 
overtime possession, ever, to score a touch- 
down and get another extra-point kick from 
Brown. Then the Cornhusker defense stepped up and limited 
Missouri to 3 yards on four plays. On the last one, rush ends 
Mike Rucker and Grant Wistrom converged on Tiger quarter- 
back Corby Jones and dropped him for a 6-yard loss. 

The scoreboard read: Nebraska 45, Missouri 38. 

And the celebration began. 

Cornhusker offensive guard Aaron Taylor tossed his helmet 
near the south 20-yard line, toward the Nebraska sideline, and 
jumped for joy. 

The helmet bounced away, with Cornhusker equipment man- 
ager Glen Abbott in pursuit. 

An emotional Fred Pollack, Nebraska’s senior offensive tack- 
le, stood, helmet in hand, and pointed at the Cornhusker fans at 
the south end. 

Nebraska tight end Sheldon Jackson knelt near the south 33- 
yard line, remaining there, unmoving, for several minutes, 
while the celebration... 


The Complote 1998 Orange Bow! - 
National Championship Game 
in Full Screen Digital Video 


January 2, 1998 


1997 National CHampionsuip Game 
Nebraska's 42-17 win over Tennessee 
and Quarterback Peyton Manning in 
the Jan. 2, 1998, Orange Bowl — Coach 
Tom Osborne's finale. 


Shop 24/7 at www.SHOPHuskersillustrated.com or call 800-524-9527 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 37 


Neo 
Joke 


Freshman lineman doesn't hesitate 
to shed a potential redshirt 


HE CALLED HIS MOM first. And she thought 
he was joking. 

That wasn’t surprising. “I joke around with 
my mom a lot,” Jaivorio Burkes said following 
practice on the Wednesday before the Texas 
game. “I told her I was dead serious.” 

Burkes had called to say he would be start- 
ing against the Longhorns. His mom thought 
it was a joke, not only because of his tendency 
to joke around with her but also because he 
appeared to be redshirting. 

Eight games into the season, the freshman offensive tackle 
from Phoenix hadn’t played. And he had been practicing on the 
scout squad, which is what a freshman redshirt typically does. 

But junior Lydon Murtha, the starting right 
tackle, suffered a toe fracture in the Texas A&M 
game, an injury that would require surgery and 
sideline him for the remainder of the regular sea- 
son. “Hopefully, he’ll be ready by the bowl prac- 
tice,” coach Bill Callahan said at his weekly news 
conference on Tuesday. 

More about the “bowl practice” reference later. 

With Murtha out of the lineup, the offensive line 
was in need of a right tackle. “I don’t think there’s 
any recourse right now but to bring up another 
tackle and get him ready,” said Callahan. 

And Burkes was going to be that tackle. 

On the Sunday after the A&M game, offensive 
line coach Dennis Wagner told Burkes to be pre- 
pared for the possibility of playing. On Monday, 
Burkes said, Wagner told him he would be starting. 

The news produced an adrenaline rush. “I was 
real excited,” said Burkes. 

He didn’t hesitate to shed a potential redshirt. “I’m just here 
to support my team,” he said. 

After the announcement regarding Burkes, Callahan was 
asked if he were being “reckless” in playing previously unused 
freshmen so far into the season. The week before, he had indi- 
cated that freshman running back Marcus Mendoza could see 
action against Texas A&M; he didn’t. But he also made the trip 
to Texas. 

However, Mendoza didn’t play against the Longhorns 
either. 

“I think you have to be careful when you use that word 
‘reckless.’ These decisions are made in the best interests of the 
program,” Callahan said. “If you're implying a selfish motive, 
no, no, not at all. 

“We need help. I mean, we're plugging some guys in 
because of injuries and because of the nature of our play that 
we're trying to improve. So just the opposite (is the case); we’ re 
trying to show the fans we're doing everything we can to put 
the best players out there on the field and do the best we pos- 
sibly can.” 


- 
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Mike 
BABCOCK 


True freshman lineman 
Jaivorio Burkes made his 
NU debut at Texas. 


The Texas game supported Callahan’s contention. Anyone 
who thought the Cornhuskers were going to go quietly 
because of the uncertainty of their coach’s future were mistak- 
en. 

Nebraska played better than it had since the opening game 
against Nevada, for three quarters anyway. The defense melt- 
ed down in the fourth quarter, unable to stop Texas from “zone 
read” running. 

The previous week, A&M had done the same thing offen- 
sively, though from the beginning. 

In any case, the loss, Nebraska's fourth in a row and fifth of 
the season, rendered bowl] talk all but meaningless, if it hadn’t 
been already when Callahan made the “bow! practice” com- 
ment. 

Bowl eligibility requires at least six victories, 
and the Cornhuskers need two in their remaining 
three games, two of which are on the road, this 
week at Kansas and the day after Thanksgiving at 
Colorado. 

Kansas stayed home for the holidays last season 
with a 6-6 record. So even that wouldn’t be a guar- 
antee. Still, Callahan remained optimistic, on the 
record at least. “There’s no lack of confidence in 
myself,” he said on Tuesday. “Our players know 
we can win. We're going to win. We're just going 
through a tough stretch. 

“We're going through a tough struggle right 
now. And we're trying to work our way out of it.” 

Until the fourth quarter against Texas, 
Callahan's words were beginning to ring true. 

The Cornhuskers’ effort wasn’t lacking. “You 
ask your team to empty their tank, and they gave 
everything they had today,” he said. “We just came up on the 
short end of the stick. 

“I’m awfully proud of these players and the effort they 
gave.” 

Burkes was among a dozen true freshmen on the travel ros- 
ter, and most of them played, primarily on special teams. 
Burkes was an exception, starting and alternating with red- 
shirted freshman Mike Smith. 

Callahan wasn’t hesitant to use Burkes. “He'll compete,” 
Callahan said on Wednesday. “That's the one thing about 
Jaivorio. He will compete hard. I’ve got great confidence in 
him.” 

If not for that confidence, Callahan wouldn’t have told 
Wagner to get Burkes ready. Recklessness had nothing to do 
with the decision. “So, please, I’d be hurt if you thought of that 
any other way,” said Callahan. 

“That would be devastating to me personally.” 


Mike Babcock is a former sports columnist for the Lincoln Journal Star. 
He has covered Nebraska football for nearly 30 years. Mike can be 
reached at MBABCOCK1@neb.rr.com 

or P.O. Box 6782, Lincoln, NE 68506. 
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Perfect for cool Autumn nights or 
the Huskers fan on your shopping list! 
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Hooded Sweatshirt 
(1MS-H-NEB) 
Size L, XL, XXL $49.99 


NEBRASKA 


Une © oR Se 


WOMEN’S VEST $29.99 BIG CHILL JACKET $49.99 


Warm, cozy & stylish. Weather resistent outer shell, warm lining. i 
' - Half-Zip Fleec 
Item 3HB-W-NEB. Sizes S, M, L, XL. (1VO-W-NEB) Sizes M, L, XL, XXL. Teun 


Sizes M, L, XL, XXL $44.99 


Crewneck Sweatshirt 


BIG LOGO SWEATSHIRT (1ND-W-NEB) 

$39.99 Sizes M, L $34.99 
SIGNATURE PULLOVER $39.99 Brand new style for our No. 1 seller. 

(1UN-H-NEB) ==) (A ) 
Brand new sytle for our No. 1 seller. Sizes M, L, XL, XXL Visa | S | co 
Item 1V7-W-NEB. Sizes M, L, XL, XXL : d a 


Telephone 800.524.9527 or online at SHOPHuskersIllustrated.com 


The Rabel: Sports Council con ngratulates 
Tom Osborne as the new interim Athletic Director | 


at the University of Nebraska. Go Huskers! 
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